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Journey through the desert
Ecumenical Reflections on Scripture for Lent 2016
This is the eighth booklet of Lenten devotional readings produced by
members of Churches Working Together in Didsbury. An article for
each day of the season is provided and is designed to be read along
with the Bible passage selected for that day. The readings have been
selected to complement the reading of Alister McGrath’s, The
Journey: A pilgrim in the lands of the Spirit (1999, Hodder and
Stoughton), the book being used in this year’s Lent groups. The
reflections can be used with or without reference to McGrath’s book
or the Lent groups. The Bible passages for Sundays and Holy Week
are taken from the Common Worship Lectionary.
I have collected the articles and I present them here largely
unedited. I have tried to correct any obvious errors and where
articles were too long I have had to shorten them. Otherwise, I have
left them alone. They stand then as the personal reflections of the
authors. If you are like me, you will agree with some of them and
disagree with others. That, in a way, is the whole point of doing this.
Readers are invited to reflect on Scripture with people from differing
Christian traditions, to think and pray together ecumenically and, in
so doing, to journey together through Lent and Holy Week to Easter
Sunday.
I am especially delighted, this year, to welcome St Catherine’s
Roman Catholic Church to the project. I believe the participation of
St Catherine’s greatly improves the ecumenicity of our reading. I
would like to thank all the churches and writers who have
contributed to the booklet. I hope that in the reading of Scripture
we may all find light and life for our Lenten journey.
Robert Parkinson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Wednesday 10 February, Ash Wednesday

Genesis 12.1-9

On 16th January, Tim Peake became the first British citizen to
perform a space walk. The momentous achievement had been
planned in minute detail for months. Dozens of checks and
measurements were performed before he was allowed into the
vastness of space. For all its dangers it was a meticulously
choreographed mission. In comparison to Tim’s exploits, Abram’s
call from God, ‘Go from your country . . . to the land I will show you’,
seems somewhat less risky and exciting. The mode of transport was
more mundane and the destination less breathtaking! Yet God asks
much of Abram; he is asked to lay aside three things we all crave
and rely on so much: certainty, security and comfort.
Abram receives no detailed blueprint for what will face him in the
future. He is invited instead into a relationship of trust. He is given a
promise that his life will result in blessing for the whole world, but
there is no guarantee of an easy life. Abram experiences throughout
his life that God can be taken at his word, though if we trust him it
will not always entail the kind of life we imagine.
We see the same revelation in Jesus’ life and words: not promises of
security, comfort or a detailed plan to follow. Instead, something far
greater: the promise of Jesus’ constant presence by his Holy Spirit.
Lent is an opportunity to examine our priorities, what we value,
what occupies our time and energy. Are choosing comfort more
than serving our neighbours? Are we too hung up on wanting
certainty when God invites us into an adventure? May God help us
to hold more lightly to our plans, and allow him to call us out of
what is comfortable and familiar.
Mark Hewerdine
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Psalm 23

Thursday 11 February

This is perhaps one of the most well-known extracts of the bible. It is
due to its incredible offer of comfort and guidance. We have all felt
as though we are in a dark place on occasion. Sometimes it seems
the light never shines and the green pastures are long forgotten. In
this wilderness place of doubt and worry we can forget our
relationship with God as we look for our own way out. Conversely in
the green pastures we pat ourselves on the back for doing well, all
the while ignoring The Good Shepherd who brought us through.
There is a Welsh saying, A Duw a digon: heb Dduw, heb ddim (With
God, enough: Without God, nothing). This saying has many roots in
scripture, such as when Christ reminds us not to be anxious about
what we eat, drink and wear. Rather, Christ says, be like the lilies of
the field or the birds of the air who are satisfied with God’s
provision. Here in this psalm it is most excellently put forth, it offers
us hope in the face of fear that God will care for us in all seasons.
This psalm offers an abundance of comfort to its reader. Yet the
comfort is not to be found in the final destination of the green
pasture rather in the transforming relationship with God. Here we
have the picture of a new orientation, where hope is lived and
comfort and guidance are lovingly given. Psalm 23 acknowledges the
presence of evil in the world yet in relationship with God we rest
and fear not.
As we travel through this time of Lent I wonder where you are, are
you in a green pasture or a dark valley? How is your relationship
with the Good Shepherd?
Jason Powell
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Friday 12 February

Deuteronomy 26.1-11

The book of Deuteronomy is, along with the first four books of the
Old Testament, a very important book to Jewish believers as it forms
part of the Law and in worship in the synagogues the scrolls of the
Law are given great respect and are carried round the worship area
in procession every Sabbath day. In fact the scrolls are so sacred that
they are not touched by hand.
In today's reading, the rules are given for the first fruits of the land
and tithes. The Israelites were preparing to enter the Promised Land
after many years wandering in the desert. They were promised ‘a
land flowing with milk and honey’, in other words, God was going to
give them a place to live where they would not be short of food. In
fact, their new country would give them an abundance of
everything, as long as they kept God’s laws. Because God was being
so generous to them, he told the people that he wanted them to
bring the first fruits of all that they produced from the soil to the
place where he would choose for them to worship him and to
present the fruit and vegetables in a basket.
This act of worship and thanksgiving was the beginning of what we
now call the harvest festival and it is good for us to remember that it
is by God’s grace and bounty that we are fed and clothed.
God our Father, thank you for your amazing goodness and provision
for our needs. We bless you for our creation, and for all the blessings
of this life, but above all, for your love revealed to us in your Son,
Jesus Christ. Amen.
Barbra Malone
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Psalm 136

Saturday 13 February

Lord, help us always to give thanks for your gracious love
And your unending mercy.
For the heavens and the earth,
For the sea and sky,
For the stars and the moon by night and the sun by day,
For all creatures who share the abundance of your creation,
And for everyone that we encounter on our journey through life,
Stumbling onwards, through the wilderness.
We look to you for guidance,
For your love is everlasting,
And we worship you in the beauty of holiness.
Amen.
Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demand my soul, my life, my all.
Clare Hale
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Sunday 14 February

Luke 4.1-13

‘I can resist anything, except temptation’ is a quote attributed to
Mae West, and they are good words for us to ponder at the
beginning of our Lenten journey, and especially today as we read
the story of Jesus’ time of temptation in the wilderness.
So often people associate Lent with ‘giving things up’, and part of
the reason for that is the popular meaning of temptation, which is
about enticing a person to do wrong. However it isn’t only evil
which can lead us astray, good can do so just as effectively. In fact,
temptation usually comes under the guise of the good. Throughout
the gospels we find stories of people who thought they were doing
good, but who Jesus challenged to really think about just what they
were doing, and the choices they had.
In the wilderness Jesus was faced with temptation and had choices
to make – to choose between the good and God’s best. The same
temptations face us every single day, and like Jesus, we too have
choices.
Lent isn’t a test – it isn’t about ‘giving things up’, but it is about
giving . It’s about giving ourselves more fully to God and thinking
about the choices and decisions we make every single day. May
God give us grace to keep Lent faithfully.
Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful,
in these days of challenge, make us stronger in you,
in these days of emptiness, take possession of us;
in these days of waiting, open our hearts to the mystery of your love.
Amen.
Anne Pilkington
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Luke 5.1-11

Monday 15 February

The fishermen, were tired, fed up, doing routine chores, having
worked all night with nothing to show for it. No fish; no money and
bills to pay! Jesus pushed them further. ‘Pay out your nets!’ Peter
knew better; ‘We’ve fished all night caught nothing!’ Peter complied
- reluctantly. We’ve all been in that boat, perhaps many times! And
then: the catch of a lifetime! Two boats filled to sinking point! A
lottery win of a lifetime! Peter realised his weakness; doubt, ‘Leave
me Lord, for I am a sinner’ . . . leaving all they followed Jesus.
Would we modern Christians? Leave all that fish; no consultation
with families; no settling affairs and contingency arrangements!
Consider their faith and commitment and trust in God’s providence!
How today, to respond to Jesus’s call; to follow along the road to
Calvary. Rather than ‘give up’ of something - consider a change perhaps in our behaviour - that God may provide - the grace to live
more meaningful lives with our families, our work colleagues, our
parish and community. He’s not demanding a complete career
change or character makeover; just a look at ourselves, move closer
to Him. Live tolerantly, patiently, unselfishly and lovingly towards
those close to us and responsively to those in desperate need.
Lord Jesus you call me to a new beginning, to discipleship, like Peter
and his friends. At baptism, I promised to follow you. Here I am
joining you on your journey this Lent. Help me to do today the things
that matter. Let’s see how far we can go. Amen
John Thomas
St Catherine of Siena
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Tuesday 16 February

Luke 9.1-6

He called them together . . . and he sent them out. In the ebb and
flow of Christian life, Jesus to call us to Him, and sends us out. In
Didsbury it is easy to meet together in the name of Jesus, to spend
time in prayer and praise, receiving instruction. This is a service that
the Church provides! Then we can go forth in peace, prepared to do
what Jesus asks.
He gave them power and authority. . . From time to time the sea
recedes further than usual, and a larger wave breaks onto the shore.
If you have been on a surf board then you know that the power is
not yours! My brief experience meant lying down praying not to fall
off, though I did attempt to kneel. We exercise faith in prayer for
things beyond our capability. Indeed, Jesus enables and commands
us to go outside our comfort zone and make a difference, not just on
our knees but standing up and stepping out. Occasionally a bigger
wave comes, and standing up is . . . amazing!
. . . to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to heal. Saint Francis sent
his companions out to preach the Gospel, and ‘if necessary use
words’. The ‘secrets’ of the Kingdom of God come out in Christian
answers to questions like: Who are you? Where are you from? What
brings you here? Who sent you? Healing is God’s work – ‘being
there’ is ours. Saint Luke gives some hints of how Jesus instructed
the Twelve. Generally speaking, He advised simplicity. We can serve
Jesus today, on-line, 24/7, or choose alternative ways and quiet
places. Lent is a good season for experiments in simplicity.
Another Lent is passing. Dear Master, let it be, in working or in
waiting another Lent with Thee.
Andrea Wood
St Catherine of Siena
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Isaiah 40.26-29

Wednesday 17 February

The alarm sounds, dragging one from sleep, get up, dressed,
breakfast, work, children, elderly parents, home, social life, hobbies
. . . then fall into bed, exhausted at the end of another full day.
Sometimes our lives are so busy it seems as though we are
constantly pulled in different directions and we struggle to cope.
Our world shrinks as we try to complete one task before another
demands our attention. In such circumstances, it is easy to focus
only on oneself and how events impact on us alone. There may be
little time for prayer and, in a world that constantly tells us we are
‘worth it’, we can feel that ‘my rights are ignored by my God’.
However, help is at hand: we can stop and raise our eyes to look
around us! Isaiah speaks of a night sky filled with a myriad of stars
yet called ‘each one by name’, but a walk in the countryside, time in
the garden, a stroll in the park or even just sitting in one’s own
comfy chair can bring us peace and refresh our souls. Looking at the
everyday with fresh eyes, searching for God within the familiar,
spending time with him and pondering His words, will renew us and
remind us that we are loved, just as we are, by our Father who
knows us intimately. John the Baptist told his own followers that
Jesus ‘must grow greater, I must grow smaller’. If we follow his
example and seek to hold God in our hearts, to do what God wants
and to love as God loves, we are promised that our strength will be
renewed; we will ‘run and not grow weary, walk and never tire.’
Dear Lord, we praise you as the Lord of all creation and we thank
you that you hold each one of us tenderly in your hand. Grant us the
grace to let go of the ties that bind us so that you may grow greater
in our lives. Amen
Caroline Slevin
St Catherine of Siena
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Thursday 18 February

Isaiah 40.6-8

Chapter 40 of Isaiah famously begins with the word ‘Comfort’. Yet at
first glance, today’s passage may appear anything but comforting. It
tells us that people are like grass: that they wither and fade as
quickly as the flowers of the field. But if we stop there, we miss what
the reading is really saying. The crucial point comes at the end: the
word of our God will stand for ever.
The passage is a powerful reminder that whatever we see going on
in the world around us, and however brief and fragile life may seem,
we can always rely on the promises of God. Those promises include
good plans for our future (Jeremiah 29.11), rest for the weary and
burdened (Matthew 11.28), and the gift of his peace (John 14.27).
Jesus also promises that he will prepare a place for us in his Father’s
house (John 14.2), and that everyone who believes in him will have
eternal life (John 6.40). Ultimately, all things will be made new
(Revelation 21.5).
Moreover, we can see a reflection of the Easter story here. In
human terms, Jesus did wither and fade: he died a painful,
humiliating death on the cross. But the story didn’t end there: on
the third day, the eternal Word of God rose again, conquering
death. And like the words he speaks, he will live for ever.
Lord, thank you for the promises you make us. Although we may
have to deal with pain and loss in this life, help us to keep our eyes
fixed on you, and on the hope of the eternal life that you made
possible through your death and resurrection. Amen.
Meriel Patrick, St Aldate’s, Oxford
Welsh Presbyterian Chapel, Noddfa Oaker Ave
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1 Timothy 1.12-17

Friday 19 February

Who do you trust to tell you the truth? “Yes your bum does look big
in that!” Maybe you don’t really want to hear the truth, “You look
fabulous, that shade of puce suits you”.
Paul believed in telling people what they needed to hear. ‘This is a
trustworthy saying and everyone should accept it’ (v. 15). How do
you know you can trust and accept it? Well Jesus said it in Luke 5 v
32. Paul was the living example of that truth. He was ‘the worst of
sinners’ but Jesus had saved him and totally turned his life around.
So by word and by example Paul demonstrates that you really can
trust the saying ‘Christ Jesus came into the word to save sinners’.
This passage is often used to show us that no one is so bad that God
will not forgive them, and that is true. But sometimes our problem is
that we think we are not bad at all. ‘I’m quite a nice person I go to
church and I’m kind to animals’!
The second truth we need to hear from Paul is not just that Jesus
came to save sinners but that you are the sinner he came for. You
may not be ‘the worst’ but you are still a sinner and that sin
separates you from God. We all need forgiveness and ‘to realise that
we too can believe in him (Jesus) and receive eternal life’ (v. 16) for
‘He is the eternal King, the unseen one who never dies; he alone is
God’.
So believe the trustworthy saying and accept Jesus as your Saviour
today.
Lord Jesus, thank you that your Word is trustworthy. Help us to
believe it, live by it and find salvation in it. Amen
Janet Paterson
Welsh Presbyterian Chapel, Noddfa Oaker Ave
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Saturday 20 February

Psalm 42

This is a Psalm to bring hope to the discouraged, the despairing and
lonely. ‘As a deer longs for a stream of cool water, so I long for you,
O God.’ It also shows how we can overcome doubt and
discouragement. These days our Television and Newspapers seem to
be full of distressing news. The seasonal weather, lately, has caused
indescribable floods and suffering not only in Britain but all over the
world. But in the midst of all the bad news we hear the positive
news of neighbours helping each other, hospitality offered and hope
shared.
It is even more painful to learn of the plight of refugees. Lives have
been lost, hope shattered, pain and despair all around. But God is in
the midst of us and he uses human hands, hearts and minds to bring
comfort and hope. We are all encouraged to share, to give, to play
our part as well as to pray. Our God bestows life on all his people.
But we his people must play our part. The Psalmist is in no doubt
that when we are cast down and disquieted that God is there by our
side and that his love is constant and not transitory. As we journey
to the cross this week, may we together pray:
So, whatever lies ahead, whatever roads our grateful hearts will
come to tread, you’ll be there, Lord. We will fix our eyes on you. And
know that there is grace enough to see us through. You’ll be there,
Lord. You’ll be there in the struggle. You’ll be there in the fight. You’ll
be there all the time. – Matt Redman.
Gwenda Watson
Welsh Presbyterian Chapel, Noddfa Oaker Ave
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Luke 13.31-35

Sunday 21 February

‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem . . . How often have I desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing.’ (Verse 34)
As praying people, we look at the pitiful situation in Syria, in the
world in general and even in our own country - with people having
to flee their homes, because of war or floods, losing what is dear to
them and we feel their desolation. Sadly we do not see things
changing in a world we pray for every day, in public and private
prayer. Jesus here, as he looked over Jerusalem and wept and felt
such desperation would understand. On that beautiful mountainside
overlooking the city with its fine Temple no wonder he felt sad. He
loved Jerusalem and his nation, had done his best and there was no
positive response to his wise messages of peace.
People in Madagascar decided to rebel peacefully in the 1990’s and
they prayed together and then surrounded the government
buildings and walked round seven times, really taking the story of
Jericho as their model. But God did not change things quickly and so
in our world today. God changes situations through people and if
people are obstinate and slow then we have to wait and many have
to suffer. It is not God’s will, but his trust of us is total and he does
not usually overrule.
Lord in your mercy show us how to watch and pray and to act in
accordance with your good will. Speak to the hearts of stubborn
people in authority and show them the true way they must go. Give
them courage and wisdom to act for the good of all, to the glory of
your name. Amen.
Eleri Edwards
Welsh Presbyterian Chapel, Noddfa Oaker Ave

13

Monday 22 February

Psalm 63

It would seem that the must have these days is a mobile
communication device which must be used, at any time of the day,
be it on public transport, walking along the pavement, riding a
bicycle, crossing the road, or driving a vehicle. Their use has created
mindlessness, as the catalogue of uses becomes endless. The digital
age has minimised the world, and communication. People have
plenty of time to devote to these devices, but no time for each other
or God.
Urban residents have good communication channels including
transport links, enabling their ability to communicate from quickly to
instantly. During the holiday season some are likely to use their
mobile aid (the car) to explore the more remote parts of Derbyshire,
Wales, or the Lake District etc., to enjoy the tranquillity, the ideal of
self survival, being far away from the crowd and from the continual
witnessing of mobile devices could be the motive. Enjoying and reenergising could also be the purpose of such visits, but lo and behold
one of the communication channels (the car) breaks down – folk are
stranded. The mobile phone is used to summon assistance, only to
discover that there is no signal, and the location is far from
civilisation. The weather has changed for the worst and it is getting
dark. O My God is often the cry.
God may now have become important to those individuals, as they
are in the wilderness of despair. If / when they are eventually
rescued, quite often Thank God is heard. For a desperate episode in
their lives, God was suddenly important. When David was in the
wilderness his song was one of praise and trust; a demonstration of
worship, not demand. How priorities have changed!
Alun Roberts
Welsh Presbyterian Chapel, Noddfa Oaker Ave
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Psalm 121

Tuesday 23 February

In Orwell’s 1984, it is a threat: Big Brother is watching you. In
countless other dystopian novels and films, there is no escaping the
all-seeing eye of authority, whose gaze is followed by swift
retribution. But here, the psalmist senses something very different
in the God whom he seeks; he evokes the patient, loving attention
of a mother watching over her child, alert to every cry and
movement, taking infinite, loving pains to ward all possible harm
from her precious charge.
Those of us who are parents, or who have had to care for another
who is dependent on us, know about this watching. Our human
watching is usually a blend of joy and fear; joy simply in the
presence and the very existence of the ones we love; fear, because
we do not have the power to keep them entirely from harm. But in
God our Father and Mother, who watches over us, although the joy
may be grieved by our folly and wilfulness, there is no trace of fear.
What should we fear, the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth?
What should we fear, who commit ourselves to God’s loving care?
Like the child who sleeps peacefully under its mother’s watchful eye,
we may rest in the Lord, both now and for evermore.
Loving God,
Although we may not always see our way in the fogs of life or hear
your voice above its storms, we thank you that you watch over us
with ceaseless attention and love. Take away our fear, we pray, and
help us to trust in you.
Patrick Thom
St James and Emmanuel

15

Wednesday 24 February

Psalm 137.1-6

Here we see the raw emotions of God’s people, devastated by the
loss of their promised land, the destruction of their beloved city and
homes, their captivity in a foreign land, and the taunting of their
enemies. The psalm is a cry of despair, grief and distress. There is
anger, doubt, confusion, longing. Today, all over our world, refugees
can relate to the devastating effects of geographical exile; of being
forced from their homeland; losing all sense of security and identity;
sometimes, even, all that was loved.
What does exile mean to you? It may be emotional, physical, or
spiritual rather than geographical. Have you found yourself in a
‘foreign land’ of circumstances, mourning the loss of things you
loved (family, friends, health, work, dreams…), wondering how you
ended up here, and what hope there is for the future? Can you
identify with the emotions expressed in this psalm?
For the Israelites exile was a direct result of their sin. It offered them
the opportunity for repentance, renewal, rediscovering their identity
as God’s people. Exile is not always the result of our own sin, but,
whatever our experience, God’s challenge to us is the same: how do
we hold on to hope and live fully for him in a place of exile, even
though it is not the place where we want to be, and though we may,
at times, feel as though he has abandoned us here? How do we find
a way to sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?
Lord, we pray for those in our world who are forced to live in a
foreign land. And we ask your help to sing your song in the foreign
lands we encounter in our own lives.
Alison Whale
St James and Emmanuel
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Philippians 3.12 - 4.1

Thursday 25 February

Brothers, I do not reckon myself as having taken hold of it; I can only
say that forgetting all that lies behind me, and straining forward to
what lies in front, I am racing towards the finishing point to win the
prize of God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus. (Phil 3.13.)
This image of a racer straining every bone and sinew to get the prize
which is only finally available in death could be the stuff of
nightmares were it not for Jesus’ repeated orders for us to be at
peace with ourselves and His demonstration of the resurrection life
to which we are invited. Paul’s goal was ‘the resurrection from the
dead’ which I take to mean not only a hope for his life after physical
death but also, and importantly, a new life with Christ which becomes
increasingly distanced from his unredeemed self. As Christians we
are exiles in our own unredeemed lives which we can escape from
only by taking into ourselves the nature of Christ. This is our race, to
become increasingly like Christ even to the point of our cross.
We can’t do this on our own. We need our own church communities
to feed us, to help us recognise our own strengths and weaknesses,
to show us devoted lives which we can learn from, to discipline us
when we need it and to lift us up when we fall. We must, too, be
prepared never to complete this race for Christ-like perfection.
Moses was within sight of his goal yet he was not the one to lead
them across the Jordan. Don’t let’s lose hope though - show our own
little reflection of Christ’s love, even in disagreement, be ready to
receive His and have the faith to leave the rest to others.
Chris Martin
St James and Emmanuel
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Friday 26 February

1 Peter 1.13-23

‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’
At first reading, this passage feels very daunting to me. How can I
live up to all it requires? I’m certain I don’t feel holy most of the
time, and as I fumble on through life – trying my best but very often
getting things wrong – this passage can feel like a bit of a blow. I’m
not good enough. How can I feel, look and act more ‘holy’?
And then – relief! The passage does not demand that I ‘do’ holy.
Once I get past the knee-jerk reaction to read the passage as though
it’s all about me – “I must be better, I’m not good enough, what
shall I ‘do’ about it” – light shines from the words and I see that they
don’t point to me, but point much deeper to the nature of God. ‘For
I am holy’ reveals purity, beauty and the essence of the sacred at
the heart of God. And within that revelation lies a deep truth about
the nature of me, because I am flesh wrapped around a spark of this
mysterious and divine possibility. There is a God-spark in me - in us
all - that cannot be defiled and cannot be extinguished by my
broken, human ways. Because God is holy, I am holy.
And so, my fear is not in my failure, but my ‘hope is set on grace’. At
that deep point within me where God dwells and where I dwell in
God – I shall be holy.
Lord, may we glimpse the truth of your holiness. May we understand
more of you through that. May our hope be set on grace, and our
hearts be full of you. Amen.
Hannah Heasley
St James and Emmanuel
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Mark 4.26-29

Saturday 27 February

“the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how . . .”
We are children our age, and expect instant results. So, if we were
thrown into ‘exile’, into a wilderness, we would work hard to resolve
the situation. God has given us gifts and skills and abilities and we
might even think we know the answer. If we cannot sort things out
quickly, even after much prayer, perhaps we would feel impatient,
discouraged, and a bit peeved with God.
What are the ‘exile points’ in my life, or in yours? Do we feel we are
failures? Is it in relationships? or at work, or in our prayer life, or do
we just disappoint ourselves, because we forget how weak we really
are? Do we have ‘Jonah moments’ like the time Jonah sat down
under a bush and wanted to die?
Jesus’ Parable of the Growing Seed reminds us that the outcome
doesn’t depend on us. God is making changes in us which are
hidden in the dark, which take a long time before they break
through into the light. God is acting, not because we deserve it, but
because, in his grace, he has plans for us we cannot yet imagine.
We need to adapt ourselves to God’s way of doing things, on a timescale much different from ours. God moves in a mysterious way. As
William Cowper wrote:
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much dread
are big with mercy, and shall break in blessings on your head.
Christine Sandiford
St James and Emmanuel
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Sunday 28 February

Luke 13.1-9

Responding to the Merciful Gardener
The merciful gardener, the bit we all want to get to and believe in,
comes later, but we ignore the ugly, brutal beginning, at our peril.
Pilate slew Galileans and repellently mixed their blood with
sacrificial blood. Jesus emphasised that those Galileans were no
worse sinners than others. All sin and all need to acknowledge and
repent before time runs out. Those Galileans died unjustly. Assad’s
countrymen, women and children are dying unjustly today.
Jesus referred to ‘those eighteen killed when the tower of Siloam
fell on them’. We might remember the ninety six killed at
Hillsborough. None died because they were sinners! They died
because man-made structures and people failed. The message for us
is, one day that could be us. Killed in an act of war or aggression or
killed in an accident. We need to put our houses in order! We need
to make ourselves right with our Lord. We need to be ready! I like
the way the South American writer Carlos Castaneda put it: ‘A man
(sic) of knowledge lives by acting, not by thinking about acting.’
The logical land owner wanted to cut down the non-fruit-bearing
tree but the merciful gardener stepped in and assumed
responsibility for nurturing it, thereby giving it one more chance.
Jesus is our merciful gardener. He always wants to give us another
chance. He doesn’t want us to be taken unawares, before we’ve
borne the fruit we are destined to produce. What is the fruit that’s
growing in you? Is there an action you’ve been putting off that could
light up someone else’s life but is difficult for you? Do it, before it’s
too late! Jesus loves you and your fruit!
Mandy Mullins
St James and Emmanuel
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Mark 14.26-31; 66-72

Monday 29 February

Mark’s gospel opens with John the Baptist to whom people went for
a baptism of repentance. That was how it was done: individuals
chose who they would follow. Except Jesus. He was never one to
follow the accepted mores of the day and he started out as he
meant to go on. Passing along the Sea of Galilee, Jesus said to Peter
and his brother Andrew, ‘Follow me’. And they did. No ifs, no buts,
no let me justs or what ifs or hows. They dropped everything and
obediently followed.
Charting Peter’s progression as a follower of Jesus, it is characterised
by challenge and argument, culminating in today’s words of
contradiction. In the first part of today’s reading he essentially says,
‘Lord, you’ve got it wrong’. He, Peter, knows best. Just who is the
Lord in Peter's life? The second part illustrates the truth.
Between today’s verses and Peter’s re-emergence in Acts 1 as the
leader of the apostles and of the fledgling Christian church are two
life-changing events. First Peter remembered and wept. Was he
perhaps remembering who he had followed as Lord and realising
that he had reclaimed that place of authority in his life? And second,
he responded to Jesus when he next called through the angel after
his resurrection: ‘tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of
you to Galilee; there you will see him’. Back to where it all began
with a renewed call to follow.
Thank you for your persistence with Peter and for continually
reaching out to us with your love. May we truly call you Lord.
Aileen Doherty
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Tuesday 1 March

John 21.15-19

God calls each of us to live a life that requires trust. A trust that is
built upon our faith in God and his unconditional love for us. Take a
moment to read the passage again, imagining that Jesus is speaking
to you.
‘Do you love me?’ This is the question Jesus asks Simon. The Greek
word used for love is agape (verb - agapao), a self-sacrificial love.
The kind of love Jesus demonstrated to us in his life and death. What
is your response? Do you agapao love Jesus? Simon’s response may
be much like our own, phileo love, a love between friends. Jesus asks
Simon this same question three times, changing from agapao love
to phileo love in his final question to show us how much he truly
loves us and wants us to trust in him. Jesus knows that we are not
capable of agape love until we fully trust in him.
How does this agape love affect how you live? Are you willing to
trust God and do all he asks of you, sacrificing yourself? Pray with
me as we seek to trust God more and serve him with our whole
hearts and lives.
God, I place my trust in you, for you love (agapao) me. You, Lord,
know every step I take and the future that is before me. Lord, I often
forget to trust you and fail to remember the sacrifice you made for
me on the cross. Thank you Lord for leading me, a sheep in your
pasture, to a place where I am required to trust you and where my
faith is strengthened. I pray that you would remind me who I am and
what I have been asked to do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Gillian Bond
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Galatians 2.15-21

Wednesday 2 March

‘You know that a man is justified or reckoned righteous and in right
standing with God not by works of Law but only through faith and
absolute reliance on and adherence to and trust in Jesus Christ . . .
for we cannot be justified by any observance of the ritual law given
by Moses, because by keeping legal rituals and by works no human
being can ever be justified.’ (v. 16 Amplified Bible)
Over the years I have found it helpful to read the books of scripture
at one sitting, especially the gospels and letters. After all, we would
not read a letter sentence by sentence over several days or weeks!
When we do so with Galatians, we begin to appreciate the depth of
feeling Paul attaches to the truth he expresses here: justification is
achieved by faith alone in Christ alone.
In this letter he is prompted by a concern that Gentile believers in
Galatia were being required to embrace the strictures of the Jewish
Law (typified by circumcision) in order to be assured of justification.
Whilst we may not be troubled in this way in the 21st century, this
principle of justification by faith alone in Christ alone continues to
be of paramount importance in the Church today. There is nothing
that humankind can or needs to do other than to accept by faith
that by his sacrificial death on the cross Christ paid the price for our
sin and that his resurrection shows that this was accepted. This truth
has stirred the heart of countless generations down through the
centuries including Martin Luther, John Bunyan, John Wesley and in
our own time Martin Luther King and Billy Graham to preach and
proclaim this great message of hope to a world in need. May we too
by God’s grace ‘live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and
gave himself for me’ (v. 20 NIV).
Ernest Brady
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Thursday 3 March

Mark 10.35-45

I suppose all of us at some time have desired to be famous (great). I
know I had ambitions to be a great actor, film star, what have you. It
never happened. Though when I think about I wonder if it did
happen. In being called to ministry I brought whatever skills I had for
whatever use could be found for them. This never brought greatness
as I understood it but God used whatever was brought. Perhaps that
is what Jesus meant when he told James and John that they would
share in his cup and baptism, that what they were and the skills they
could bring would indeed be used and that would have to be their
greatness.
So, in that sense, all of us are great if we offer what we have and
what we are to God for use in his service. It will not ever make us
famous but we will be used in God's service and God will use the
gifts we have no matter how humble we may think them.
Also, when it comes to leadership we need to be very careful.
Leadership often means power and the ability to exercise given
power over others. The opposite is true for those called into service
by God. Christian leadership is about humble service. So whether it
be a whole church or a small group meeting, if we are honoured to
be in charge of it, we are there to serve and give place to others.
Jesus fully reveals this in himself, allowing the powers that be to
exercise their power over him so that ultimately his real authority
could be revealed.
Robert Cartledge
Didsbury Baptist Church
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John 3.1-16

Friday 4 March

What would it have been like to be Nicodemus? A Pharisee, one
who keeps the Jewish laws strictly, and a teacher and leader of the
Jews. Watching Jesus, seeing and hearing the things he does and
says. Realising that this man must be from God.
He decides to visit him at night - possibly at the house where he was
staying. Perhaps Nicodemus was being secretive, or maybe it was
just easier to talk without being interrupted then. Was he wanting
to learn how Jesus did these things? Expecting to gain knowledge?
He greets him with respect . . . And Jesus suddenly starts talking
about being born anew, born from above. What does he mean? He
goes on to talk about being born of water and the Spirit in order to
enter the kingdom of God.
Maybe knowledge is not enough. Can knowing and keeping the law
gain entry to the kingdom of God, or do we need something else? To
be born of the Spirit – but how? When Moses lifted up the snake in
the wilderness (Numbers 21.4-9) people bitten by poisonous snakes
could look at it and live. Jesus said that he, the Son of Man, would
be lifted up so that any who believed in him could have eternal life.
Jesus was lifted up on a cross and died so that we, by believing in
him, can receive forgiveness, new life and the Spirit of God. Like the
wind, the Spirit cannot be seen but the effects of it can. Can the
effect of God’s Spirit be seen in our lives?
Lord, thank you for the gift of life. Please help me to keep looking to
you, believing, and to live eternal life now, in the strength of your
Spirit. Amen
Nicky Jackson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Saturday 5 March

Hebrews 2.10-18

Hebrews is a vitally important part of the New Testament because of
what it says about the humanity of Jesus Christ. In the clearest
possible way Hebrews says ‘Jesus had to become like his brothers
and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people’ (2.17). As a human being
Jesus’ identification with us is total. ‘Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears’ and ‘learned obedience
through what he suffered’ (5.7,8). He has no powers available to him
that are not also available to us. Sharing a common stock (2.11), he
and we are equally dependent upon the once source – God. Like us,
he lives by faith in God (2.13).
Hebrews tells us that the great destiny that God intended for us,
which we proved ourselves incapable of attaining, Jesus achieved for
us (2.6-9). He is not simply an individual who acts on our behalf; he
also acts as the representative of humanity. It was for the express
purpose of leading us to our intended destiny that God appointed
Jesus pioneer (2.10). He achieved that destiny, not in spite of his
suffering but by means of it (2.9). The contrast could not be greater
or more graphic: he who was ‘for a little while lower than the
angels’ and endured a shameful death is ‘now crowned with glory
and honour’ (2.9). Thus exalted, Jesus functions as our great high
priest (2.17). All this means that ‘we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who in
every respect has been tested as we are, but without sin’ (4.15). ‘Let
us therefore approach then the throne of grace with confidence, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace in time of need’ (4.16).
That is the wonderful privilege we have today.
R. J. McKelvey
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Luke 15.1-3, 11b-32

Mothering Sunday, Sunday 6 March

A Feminist Reading of The Prodigal Son
It’s Mothers’ Day, and we’re reading about a father who has been
seriously insulted by one of his sons: ‘give me my half of the money’
pretty much translates as, ‘I wish you were dead because I can’t wait
to get my hands on it.’
In this all-male cast of characters (Jesus tells this story to Pharisees
and Scribes; the story is about a father and two sons) – where is the
mother? Is she already dead? Does anyone care that she too must
have believed she’d lost a son? that her husband is so upset at his
loss that he spends his time staring out down the road and doesn’t
comfort her grief? Does nobody care that her elder son is pompous,
self-righteous and self-centred and shows no concern for her either?
Does no-one care that her younger son’s squandering of the halfinheritance robbed her of money that would have supported her in
her old age and widowhood? Does no-one care that she doesn’t
have a voice? or that, despite all the wrongs perpetrated upon her,
no-one asks for her forgiveness?
As we remember that Jesus was accompanied by the outcasts and
the sinners – including marginalised women, women who remained
faithful to him, and a woman who was the only one to really
understand (Mk 14.1-11) – we pray for:
women whose children do not care, who will spend today alone;
mothers whose arms are empty but whose loss is not comforted
or even acknowledged in a world of so much more-obvious pain;
women who have longed for a child;
women and girls everywhere who are silenced.
Rosalind Selby
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Monday 7 March

Isaiah 43.1-7

We all need to feel special – that we are loved, not just for what we
look like or even for what we do, but for what defines our innermost
beings. Such love when it comes from God will be there to reach out
and save us, from natural calamities and foreign invasions as well as
the common trials and tribulations of our ordinary lives.
The history of Israel at the time of Isaiah (8th century BC) reads as
one of foreign invasions, mainly by Assyrians, as well conflicts
between the divided nations of Israel and Judah. So the words of
Isaiah in this, and many other passages, read as assurance of the
very survival of Israel as an independent nation.
The writings of Isaiah speak to us as Christians in very special ways,
as witness by the many references to his writings in the Gospels, but
this passage can seem partial, almost jingoistic. Perhaps we need to
realise that all of us see the world through the prism of our own
experience and our own times. In the Gospels, Jesus tells us that he
came not to contradict the Law – and by extension, the teachings of
the Old Testament prophets – but to complete it. With this in mind,
we can take Isaiah’s reassurances of God’s love for his people to
extend to all of us.
Bob Ward
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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1 Corinthians 12.12-31

Tuesday 8 March

How do we live our part in the Body of Christ?
This is a well-known picture of our mutual belonging and the gifts
God’s Spirit has given to individuals to be offered to the whole
church – because all are needed and all should be valued.
I find it interesting that there are different nuances in the
conversations between the ‘body parts’. On the one hand, in vv 1521, the foot and the ear are members of the body who do not seem
to value themselves and their contribution to the whole. These are
the folk who need encouragement to see just how much they do
offer to others and to the whole church. On the other hand, in v. 21
we meet the eye and the head, who have an over-weaning sense of
their own importance and don’t acknowledge the value of other
members of the body.
It is sad that, too often, it’s this latter mis-valuing that is to be met
with in the church – where men have said (and sometimes still do
say) to women, ‘we have less need of you’, or the church leadership
team says to the folk with new ideas, ‘we don’t need to hear what
you have to say’. Or what about those who ‘know’ their reading of [a
very few verses of Scripture] is ‘right’ and say to others, ‘your
sexuality, your theology, your life-style, doesn’t belong here’?
Reflect – Paul is using this metaphor of the body to challenge the
members of the Corinthian church who thought they were better
than others. Reading on into chapter 13 will reveal what Paul has to
say about ‘the answer’ – which is, whatever gifts we have, whatever
clever words we might be able to speak, without actively living out
loving discipleship, we are just making a lot of noise.
Rosalind Selby
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Wednesday 9 March

Philippians 3.12 - 4.1

In this wordy passage, Paul lays out a way to live as a Church. He
explains we are all on a journey; none of us has made it to the goal
yet. He highlights that there are those in the community who have a
maturity. They can guide the newer members. He adds a caveat that
we don’t know it all, some of us think differently but we should hold
on to our similarities and pray about our differences.
Who is your ‘mature’ role model? Who is the novice that you are
guiding and encouraging?
He warns of all the world’s temptations and ‘false gods’. But above
all he stresses everything is done through Christ. We struggle to
achieve so much in our lives, all that is humanly possible. What
would we achieve if we took everything to Jesus first?
What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and grief to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.
(Joseph M. Scriven, 1820-1886)
Fiona Reid
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Colossians 3.1-3

Thursday 10 March

Having been reconciled to God through the death and resurrection
of Jesus. Paul outlines how Christians should live.
If you made a new year’s resolution, are you still keeping to it? We
so easily get distracted from our good intentions. We start off enthusiastic on a new activity but then other things come up and distract us. Our focus becomes blurred and we begin to slow down and
sometimes lose our way. The Christian life is a journey and Paul
teaches us to keep seeking the things of God so that we don’t lose
our purpose.
The writer of Psalm 84 was someone who kept seeking the things of
God – v. 2 ‘my soul yearns for the court of the Lord, my heart and
my flesh cry out for the living God.’
Secondly we are to set our minds on things above – it’s a conscious
decision on our part. In Romans 12, Paul talks about our minds being
renewed and not being ‘squeezed into the world’s mould’. We can’t
just drift into following God and being obedient to Him and we can’t
do it in our own strength. Jesus must be the centre and we must
submit our mind and will to him. The Message translation reads,
‘Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things
right in front of you. Look up and be alert to what is going on around
Christ – that’s where the action is. See things from his perspective.’
Thank you Lord Jesus that you set your mind to do the will of God.
Thank you that you died for our sins and our life is now in you. Help
us to keep seeking you and to see things from your perspective.
Amen
Pauline McKendrick
Didsbury Community Church
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Friday 11 March

Hebrews 12.1-2

Exasperation. Heavy breathing. Fiery lungs!
The first time my feet hit the road it felt like I was flying, my head
was held high, my eyes wide as Fletcher Moss passed me by. I took it
all in, the colours of the trees, the sound of the river, the puppy that
ran beside me making me chuckle. I felt invincible. The days turned
into weeks, summer into autumn. But the trees looked different
now, slightly bearer but still beautiful! By Winter it grew more
difficult, the trees no longer had any colour, I no longer felt
invincible, and I stopped. It was towards the end of December that I
got a phone call asking if I would like to go to Fletcher Moss and run
again. Running felt like a distant memory and I was unsure if my
muscles would remember the steps and if my breath would steady
enough to make it through. But I took a deep breath and ran, and
once again I began to run and feel invincible.
In life we can easily lose momentum and our eyes become less
astonished with the beauty that is all around us. The passage in
Hebrews tells us that life is like a race that requires endurance. But
there is joy in this race, and a reason for us to feel invincible: we
never run alone. We run with Jesus who has already run the race
and can help us run well too. The text teaches us that there are
things in life which can hold us back and we may need to let go of
them if we are to run well, but it reminds us that Jesus will see us
through, if we keep our eyes focussed on him.
Lord, help us to keep our eyes focussed on you, and encourage us to
know that you are with us and waiting at the finishing line to meet
us and welcome us home.
Jessica Geddis
Didsbury Community Church
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Psalm 27

Saturday 12 March

Persecution or discrimination, with their unjust actions and slanderous words, are terrible things to suffer. Our lives can become dark
places, full of fear and struggles, both mental and physical. Psalm
27, however, assures us that this darkness can be dispelled by the
light of God’s salvation, and that the troubles of this world cannot
overwhelm the inner peace which comes from our relationship with
God. In times such as this it can be difficult to pray, but the psalm
offers a helpful and familiar spiritual model to follow, beginning with
praise and worship before moving into a time of asking for God’s
mercy and help. Verses 1-6 describe the confidence felt even when
‘besieged’ on all sides, and the sense of security experienced when
we seek to spend time in God’s presence.
The Street Bible sums this up nicely. God’s a streetlight in a dark alley . . . He’s my bodyguard, so who’s about to mug me?! (Lacey, Rob.
The Street Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.) Verses 7-10 then
request God’s help, reminding us that when relationships break
down with friends or relatives - even parents - God alone is constant
and is able to fill that void and restore us. And verses 11-12, whilst
requesting delivery, also ask for God’s guidance and teaching to
know His ways. The psalm concludes not just with confidence that
God is sufficient to meet our needs, but crucially also the patience
which faith often requires. David (who wrote these words) had to
wait fourteen years between being anointed king and actually taking
the throne. And whilst waiting is not easy, God uses the time to refresh, renew and teach us.
Lord, help us to move patiently through Lent, using the time wisely
and prayerfully to grow closer to you and to seek your will for our
lives. Amen
Alastair Raine
Didsbury Community Church
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Sunday 13 March Passiontide begins

John 12.1-8

The anointing of Jesus is told in all four Gospels. In drawing them
together, I want to draw attention to three aspects:
The location is significant: The incident takes place at the house of
Simon (Mt 26.6; Mk 14.3) where Jesus, the disciples, Lazarus, and
Mary and Martha are present. However, it is the village of Bethany
that is noted as the important location of the story by the Gospel
writers. Why? Bethany was the last key staging post that festival
pilgrims took on the way to Jerusalem. And so Jesus stops here too,
a pilgrim on his way to Jerusalem to do the will of the Father.
The timing is significant: The incident takes place at Passover which
commemorates the Exodus, the deliverance and redemption for the
people of God from slavery. Now in Jesus, God’s new deliverance
and redemption will take place in his pending death and
resurrection.
The devotion is significant: During the meal, Mary anoints Jesus with
extremely expensive perfume and wipes his feet with her hair. Both
aspects of her action – the extravagance and the method – were
disturbing. The pure nard was worth a year’s wages and her method
of anointing would have been viewed as extremely improper. But
Jesus recognizes this is a ‘preparatory anointing’ for his own death
and burial, and commends her for doing ‘a beautiful thing’ (Mk
14.6). Her extravagant act of love stands in contrast to Judas. His
motivation and heart were not so beautiful. His divided heart
contrasts with Mary’s extravagant love for her Rabbi and Saviour.
Lord, like Mary, may we love you extravagantly, and give you our
best as a response to your love and sacrificial gift of salvation.
Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church
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Romans 8.12-18

Monday 14 March

‘The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in
fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your
adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if
we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ.’
This passage is fascinating once we realise the significance of the
adoption process in Roman times. Adoption had to be ‘sealed’ by a
legally binding agreement that needed to be ratified by a
magistrate, and several witnesses were required to ‘testify’ that the
adoption was legitimate. Finally, a financial transaction was
exchanged. When the process was ratified, the adopted child
received the same co-equal legal, social and heritage rights as other
children in the family. Consequently, the child severed all
connections with their old family and gained access and rights to the
new one. The child’s name, position, identity and status changed as
they were adopted into the new family and their new way of life.
Paul draws upon this Roman custom of adoption to form an analogy
of God’s adoption of us as his children. We too are adopted into a
new family and given equal rights to the Father’s inheritance as ‘coheirs with Christ’. The adoption into his family through the down
payment of the Spirit, gives us full access to the rights and privileges
of ‘sonship’. The Spirit himself is the witness of this adoption and by
him we are able to call God, ‘Daddy’. The old life is severed and the
new life has come.
Thank you Father for adopting me into Your family, and for giving
me a new hope and future.
Sharon Hutton
Didsbury Community Church
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Tuesday 15 March

Revelation 21.1-4

This text is very difficult to read in this modern age with the
suffering and pain of war and the tragedies wreaked by extreme
changes in the weather. But then the world has always been in
turmoil and people throughout time have believed and trusted in
the empowering love of God – to be energised by it and so be
transformed.
God gave his only Son to die on the cross so that ‘there will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things
has passed away’. God’s ideal for his Kingdom is to promote justice,
peace, love and unity and that these will be achieved through our
actions and relationships. There is nothing that cannot be achieved
if we trust and believe that God is with us.
Father God we thank you for the church across the world. May your
loving hands surround us bringing calm, peace and a sense of wellbeing and may we be a shining witness to the love of Jesus and so
help to bring a new heaven and earth. Amen
Mary Adamiak
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Romans 8.28-30

Wednesday 16 March

This is a powerful reading and the feeling of being ‘called’ by God is
humbling. We know that whatever the situation God is holding us
and blessed us with his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. “ …
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.”
Yes, we are brothers and sisters of Jesus, which is a great and amazing responsibility and we must ensure that we don’t let Him down. I
personally feel very blessed by saying that I am a sister of Jesus –
wow!
Paul, when writing this, talked about the power of the Spirit in the
midst of suffering and pain, and of course our world is full of this today – and he himself felt suffering and pain – beatings and persecution – Paul says that we must work together for those who love God
and who are called to His purpose.
Father God,
May I love you in all things and above all things to reach the joy that
you have prepared for me in Heaven. All that is good comes from
you. Fill my mind with thoughts of your love so that I can grow in
your peace. Amen
Rosie Blayds
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Thursday 17 March

1 Peter 4.12-19

It seems strange to thank God for the sufferings that are affecting
life, especially if it is because of following Christ that the suffering
has come. But Peter says to rejoice. Many of those who he was
writing to would not have experienced such things before, they
were mostly gentiles. Those from a Jewish background would have
been aware of persecution due to faith, even if they had not
experienced it.
In many places around the world that have experienced persecution
they have discovered that in the midst of such suffering comes
blessings that they could not have imagined. A few minutes looking
at the Open Doors website is enough to find stories of courage and
faith in action in some almost impossible to imagine situations. We
don’t experience those type of challenges but Barclay in his
commentary writes, ‘It is never easy to be a Christian. The Christian
life can still bring its own loneliness, its own unpopularity, its own
problems, its own sacrifices, and its own persecutions.’
Persecuted Christians ask us not to pray that the persecution will
end – but that they will remain faithful through it. Living faithfully in
all situations is something that perhaps we can learn from their
experiences.
We pray for all those who face challenges due to their faith. For
those who are teased, laughed at and ridiculed. For those who are
afraid to say what they believe due to fear. For those who face
danger of harm and death for expressing and practicing their faith.
Loving God whose Son Jesus suffered and died, we pray that all those
suffering in your name would know you close to them, strengthening
and supporting them. Amen.
Janet Green
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Friday 18 March

Luke 14.15-24

It wasn’t as if it was the first time of asking! The master of the house
would have already ‘booked the date’ with his invited guests, and
the servant’s visit was merely a courtesy reminder: ‘Tonight’s the
night!’ And the excuses were lame in the extreme, for who would
buy land or livestock without first checking them out, and the
wedding date would surely have been arranged long before. The
master is angry, disappointed by their response. It was rude, it was
insulting, and it defied all the laws of hospitality!
And so, in the upside down nature of kingdom parables, the invited
become the uninvited, and the uninvited become those who are
welcomed at the master’s table, and we hear echoes of Mary’s Song
of Praise: ‘He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the
rich away empty.’ (Luke 1.53). And so it would prove, as Jesus
welcomes those who least expect it, the outcast, the marginalized,
the stranger, with the compelling love of One who would rather die
than compromise his message of forgiveness and hope.
Lent, like Advent, is a time of preparation for the great festival to
follow, and a time to consider the amazing invitation God offers
each one of us in Christ – to accept his hospitality and feast at his
table, a table where all are welcome, all are equal, and all are
invited. He bids us: ‘Come, everything is ready now’. May we so
order our priorities that nothing will get in the way!
Generous God, we come to you in humility, our hands empty to
receive and our hearts open to respond. Feed us, equip us and send
us out to serve you in one another, for your love’s sake. Amen.
Liz Stuart
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Saturday 19 March

Isaiah 65.17-25

As I creep towards my late 60s I am finding various bits of my body
beginning to wear out so I was encouraged to read in verse 20, ‘he
who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth.’ Isaiah is
promising an exciting new world order - ‘new heavens and a new
earth’ to replace what has gone before. He promises all good things
in a world where ‘the wolf and the lamb will feed together’ - this is a
world of long life, no slavery and even the dangers of nature being
set aside.
As we look around us in the world today there is not much evidence
of this coming about. As I write this (in early January) we have all
been shocked by a video showing a young man and a child from
Islamic State callously executing a group of prisoners as the young
man makes propaganda points to the camera.
In the season of Lent, we remember a God who became man and
died a painful death upon the cross for our sins. The church was
charged with building the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth, which
should have heralded a new world order. Instead, the world seems
to value individual success and the pursuit of wealth, while placing
little value on the standards of God's kingdom. We have politicians
telling us that we should spend overseas aid on ourselves and we
seem to be content to see benefits for the poor cut. Jesus’ priority
was simple - the sick and the poor were the most important to him.
Perhaps in Lent we need to pause and look at our priorities again in
order to get back to Isaiah's vision?
Philip Davis
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday, Sunday 20 March

Today was the most amazing day of my life – I don’t think I’ll ever
forget it. We’ve come up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. I
persuaded my husband to walk to the Mount of Olives. I love it
there – so beautiful and peaceful. This time it was far from quiet.
We could hear lots of voices along the road. They sounded really
excited. We just had to go and see what was happening. There were
crowds of people, all waving palm branches. Some were laying their
cloaks on the road.
In the distance, we could see a man on a donkey, riding towards us.
We had to find out who he was. The people nearby told us that he
was Jesus, a teacher and healer. Well, I’d heard teachers speaking
lots of times but would never have got so worked up like these
people. As he came nearer, people were shouting: ‘Hosanna’.
‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ‘Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!’ I found myself joining in.
I couldn’t stop myself.
Then, one of those know-it-all Pharisees shouted at Jesus, telling
him to silence his followers. Jesus just looked at him and replied,
‘I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.’ I could believe
it might really happen! I wonder if we’ll see Jesus again this week. . .
Lord Jesus, Servant King, accept our praises. ‘Blessed is the king who
comes in the name of the Lord!’ Amen.
Christine Davis
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Monday 21 March, Monday of Holy Week

Isaiah 42.1-9

Today’s reading is a favourite of mine, especially when read in light
of Matthew 12.15-21 where it is applied to Jesus. As I read the
passage today, a play on words in verses three and four jumps out at
me. Three words (or their roots) are given double duty. The New
Jewish Publication Society version preserves it best.
He shall not break even a bruised reed,
Or snuff out even a dim wick.
He shall bring forth the true way.
He shall not grow dim or be bruised
Till he has established the true way on earth; (emphasis added).
A kind of step construction emphasises the words: bruised, dim, true
way; dim, bruised, true way. So what do we learn? For me, there are
two aspects. That God’s servant cares tirelessly for those whom
others might discard as useless or spent. Nothing will deter him from
bringing the kind of justice that is gentle and compassionate to all
who are bruised, crushed or worn down by life.
Second, I think there is a hint that having once established the true
way, the servant may himself also grow dim and be bruised. This
week we see Jesus, the Suffering Servant who, in solidarity with the
bruised and discouraged, strides ineluctably and resolutely toward
the cross. There he will bear all sins and sorrows in his own body on
the tree.
O God who, in Christ, bore the sorrows of the dispirited, reconcile us
to your ways and lead us in compassionate action for all who are
burdened down. Amen.
Robert Parkinson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Isaiah 49.1-7

Tuesday of Holy Week, Tuesday 22 March

But I said: ‘I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for
nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my
reward with my God’. (v. 4)
On this journey of Holy Week, for our Lord there must have been a
mixture of emotions. I expect he could identify closely with the
prophets as he remembered the Scriptures, and his nation’s history:
Although the words here from Isaiah are the Prophet’s in his own
hard place, despised and abhorred as he is by the nations, they do
describe the faith and the doubt and confusion that can fill the heart
of any person in an immensely difficult situation. The people he had
been sent to, did not wish to hear him. But, at the end of the
passage God reiterates his support of his servant: ’I will give you as a
light to the nations that my salvation may reach to the ends of the
earth’. There is a definite purpose to all this suffering for the
prophet.
Jesus will cry out his confusion in earnest, heartfelt prayer to his
Father later in the week in the Garden of Olives, ‘(Mark 14:36)
‘Abba Father, for you all things are possible, remove this cup from
me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’ God wants people to
turn to him freely and through persevering, Jesus reaches the
culminating point of history when people who have turned their
backs on God are given a way back in his victorious cross and
resurrection.
Jesus, as we travel with you this week feeling your confusion,
recognising our own inconsistencies, we lean on you in humble
thanks for your victorious love even today. Amen
Eleri Edwards
Welsh Presbyterian Chapel, Noddfa Oaker Avenue
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Wednesday 23 March, Wednesday of Holy Week

John 13.21-32

There is an aspect to Judas’ betrayal I find especially striking and
unlike any I have experienced first-hand: Jesus saw it coming yet
didn’t resist. He knew the potential for betrayal existed, as we all do,
when entering into relationships, seeking to build loving bonds. Yet
we’re told that Jesus knew that night the betrayal was coming.
Many have speculated about Judas’ motives and his frame of mind
that night. What led him to betrayal? Perhaps we should consider
for a while Jesus’ response, his attitude towards betrayal. Betrayal is
only possible where there has been trust, where some risk has been
taken, where vulnerability of some kind is demonstrated. It would
have been my instinct to wrest control back from Judas, to scupper
his plan, or get the first punch in.
I wonder if Jesus’ emotional declaration “one of you is going to
betray me” was not so much an accusation as a plea for Judas to
turn once more and accept the love of a friend, the love that would
give him a way out, a way back from his duplicitousness.
We might ask how Jesus could live with such a possibility of betrayal.
It could only be because he trusted himself to One whose motive
and desire was pure love; Jesus could only meet betrayal with love
since he had abided in his Father’s love. The Son is glorified not by a
display of power but by meeting betrayal with love.
Tragically, the invitation of love was not enough for Judas. He slips
out into the night perhaps because the light of love was too dazzling.
Dazzling it may be, but it is the light of One who seeks us out to
bring us home not to cast us out.
Mark Hewerdine
Christ Church and St Christopher
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John 13.1-20

Maundy Thursday, Thursday 24 March

The Servant King
Maundy Thursday is the name given to the day before Good Friday
that particularly marks Jesus’ last Passover meal with his disciples,
and the foot-washing incident described in this story.
Foot washing was normative for people at the time of Jesus. The
dusty rods and travel on foot, meant that the need to clean feet was
a daily task. ‘Washing’ was also an important symbol of ceremonial
cleansing familiar to the people of God, and this story is laden with
symbolic ‘cleansing’ metaphors and images (v 6-11). If anyone has
received Jesus, then they are made spiritually clean in Him and are
immersed in his purifying love and grace.
Foot washing was also something that was commonly a task for
servants and slaves and never for masters or rulers. But this incident
and story reveal not only the ‘full extent of Jesus’ love,’ but reveal to
us the true nature of Christian leadership and the way of Christ: ‘You
call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am.
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you
should do as I have done for you.’ (v. 13-15).
The way of Jesus is to love, to give one’s life for the sake of others,
to be willing to take the towel and humbly serve others. ‘For those
that would learn God’s ways, humility is the first, humility is the
second, and humility is the third’ (St. Augustine).
So let us learn how to serve, and in our lives, enthrone him;
Each other’s needs to prefer, for it is Christ we’re serving.
Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church
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Friday 25 March, Good Friday

John 18 and 19

As a Christian community we read these chapters with pain and
awe. Pain as we associate ourselves with the life of one who is facing
such suffering. The Awe of realising that these events are the
culmination of the Glory and the wonder of God engaging in the
wasteful power abusing world of human kind. When we recount
these events, we are taken to a low that only the remembering of
the events to come can salvage, for we cannot separate them from
the hint of resurrection. For this reason the a hymn by George
Matheson speaks to me each Good Friday as I engage with the
arrest trial and crucifixion of Jesus. It begins, ‘O love that wilt not let
me go’ but continues with these words:
O joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain
that morn shall tearless be.
It seems to sum up the pain, the emotion and the hope that is
offered not just on Good Friday but in each living and loving
moment of our Service to the Serving God.
We worship you, the
God who suffered and died in love of humanity
God who loved and lived offering hope to humanity
God who stood silent to speak for humanity
God who stumbled under the cross to carry the burdens of humanity
God who stood firm in the face of adversity that each of us may feel
loved. Amen.
Jane Wild
Didsbury with Barlow Moor and East Didsbury Methodist Churches
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Psalm 22

Holy Saturday, Saturday 26 March

‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ (22.1)
Throughout Christian history, it has been common practice to look
for Christ in the Book of Psalms. Nowhere is his voice found more
dramatically than in Psalm 22, which almost reads as a canticle of his
suffering and death. Both Matthew and Mark describe Jesus as
hanging from the cross and crying out to God in the words of Psalm
22 above. Luke, on the other hand, records Jesus’ last words as a
line from Psalm 31: ‘Into your hands I commit my spirit’. The juxtaposition of these two texts led Christians to postulate that the story
that Jesus silently recited all the lines of the Psalter that lie between
these two psalms. You might like to read Psalms 22 to 31 today and
enter into this ancient Christian tradition on Holy Saturday.
Regardless of the truth of this tradition it is not hard to see why Jesus and the Gospel writers selected this particular psalm to describe
those last agonising moments on the cross - the whole poem is full
of references that resonate with Christ’s experience of the cross.
Take, for example, verses 17 and 18: ‘They stare and gloat over me;
they divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they
cast lots.’ Likewise, it is impossible read verse 15 of the psalm: ‘my
mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.’ and not remember the Lord’s
words from the cross: ‘I thirst’ (John 19.28).
But our psalm today, like the story of the Passion, ends on a note of
hope: ‘future generations will be told about the Lord, and proclaim
his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.’
(verse 30 and 31). The misery of the cross is about to be swallowed
by a magnificent justification of Easter.
Nick Bundock
St James and Emmanuel
47

Sunday 27 March, Easter Sunday

Luke 24.1-12

Jesus’s birth was announced by angels; to Mary and to shepherds.
Angel messengers appear at the most God filled moments in human
history. They reassure us with the instruction, ‘Do not be afraid!’
Faced with the knowledge that she is to become the mother of God,
the Ark of the Covenant, Mary faces her journey with a mother’s
love; without fear. She will be worried and will want to accompany
her son while he is on his journey. Her prayer that, ‘God’s will be
done,’ sustains her even when she doesn’t quite understand what is
happening, ‘she ponders all these things in her heart.’
The Women, who had come from Galilee, are given the same
message of peace, ‘Do not be afraid!’ They, like the shepherds, are
given a new direction, ‘He is not here, He has risen. Remember what
he told you, when he was still in Galilee...’ The death of Jesus is a
new revelation of the presence and power of God’s intervention in
human history.
Where he has gone we are to follow. Nothing can separate us from
our place in God’s love and even when faced with trauma and
uncertainty we are to listen to the angels, ‘Do not be afraid.’ He is
truly risen and has gone before you. For forty days we have travelled
with Jesus toward this great festival of life. Our Journey; through
Lent, through life, even through sickness and death, ends in the
glory of the resurrection. Our Journey has echoed his and brought us
to encounter Christ in a new experience of revelation, guided by the
message of an angel and free from fear.
As disciples on the Emmaus Road we pray: Stay with us Lord, on our
journey.
Rev Bernard Wilson
St Catherine of Siena
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Lenten Reflections
from
churches working together in Didsbury
Christ Church
Darley Avenue
West Didsbury
M20 22D

East Didsbury Methodist Church
Parrs Wood Road
East Didsbury
M20 5QQ

Didsbury Baptist Church
School Lane and Beaver Road
Didsbury
M20 6SX

St. Catherine of Siena
School Lane
Didsbury
M20 6HS

Didsbury Community Church
Nazarene Theological College
Dene Road
Didsbury
M20 2GU

St. Christopher’s Church
Moorgate Avenue
Withington
M20 1HE
St. James and Emmanuel
Parish Centre
6 Barlow Moor Road
Didsbury
Manchester
M20 6TR

Didsbury Methodist Church
Sandhurst Road
Didsbury
M20 5LR
Didsbury United Reformed
Church
Palatine Road
Didsbury
M20 6DA

Welsh Presbyterian Church
Noddfa Oaker Avenue
West Didsbury
M20 2XH
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