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Following in the Footsteps of Jesus
Ecumenical Reflections on Scripture for Lent 2011

This is now the third year in which members of Churches Working
Together in Didsbury have produced a booklet of devotional
readings for Lent. As before, there is an article for each day of the
season that is designed to be read along with the Bible passage
selected for that day. The Revd Ruth Dillon of Didsbury United
Reformed Church selected the passages, based on the lectionary,
and began the work of compiling the articles. However, Ruth has
become increasingly unwell and is now quite desperately awaiting
hip surgery. It has thus fallen to me to complete the task of
compiling and editing this year’s collection of articles. I know you
will all want to join me in wishing all the very best for Ruth in the
days ahead.

I would like to thank all those who have contributed articles for this
booklet. I reproduce them here largely unedited. I have tried to
correct any obvious errors and where articles were too long I have
had to shorten them. Otherwise, I have left them alone. They stand
then as the reflections of each author. If you are like me, you will
agree with some of them and disagree with others. That, in a way, is
the whole point of doing something like this. Readers are invited to
reflect on Scripture with people from differing Christian traditions,
to think and pray together ecumenically and in so doing to journey
together through Lent and toward Holy Week and Easter.

I hope that in these readings you may find sustenance and
stimulation for your journey.

Yours in Christ,

Robert Parkinson
for the ministers of churches working together in Didsbury
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Wednesday 9 March, Ash Wednesday John 8.1-11

The Law of Moses required that both parties to adultery be stoned.
The leaders who brought only the woman and not the man to Jesus
had themselves shown disregard for the law. Jesus responds by
agreeing that the law should be upheld, but by saying that only a
sinless person could throw the first stone, Jesus highlights the
importance of compassion and forgiveness.  The shamed leaders slip
quietly away leaving Jesus and the woman alone.

Perhaps we have judged or criticised people because of the way
they live or dress, because of their appearance, colour, accent and
even the language they use.  We often have preconceived ideas and
assumptions – the singer Susan Boyle springs to mind!  I remember
waiting at a bus stop in Moss Side one evening when I was joined by
a haggard-looking young man with red-rimmed eyes.   You can
perhaps imagine my feelings.  However, we both greeted and smiled
at each other and spent the next ten minutes in conversation –
mainly about public transport (or the lack of it).  Lesson learnt!

Jesus did not condemn the woman; neither did he condone her sin.
‘Go and sin no more’.  Jesus is ready to forgive any sin in our lives,
but confession and repentance mean a change of heart.

God of kindness and compassion, we turn to you in repentance.
Remind us that you require mercy and not sacrifice. Forgive us when
we have been selfish and unmindful of others, intolerant of them and
lacking in patience. Forgive us when we have judged others,
forgetting that in doing so we ourselves are judged. Lord, as we live
by your forgiving grace, keep us mindful of our Saviour’s word, that
forgiven much, we too may forgive. Amen.

Jean Bridson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Thursday 10 MarchLuke 9.22-25

At the start of this passage Jesus is speaking to his disciples, teaching
them and preparing them for what is to come. He refers to himself
as the ‘Son of Man’. This emphasises his humanity and his
identification with his disciples and with all humankind – including
us. Yet he knew what was to come. He would face suffering –
physical abuse, injustice, and rejection. This would come from the
religious leaders, men with power and influence. How would Jesus
have felt about that? How would the disciples have felt when he
told them? Afraid? Confused? Indignant?

Jesus goes on to talk about his death and resurrection. What would
the disciples’ reaction have been? They did not have the benefit of
hindsight. Jesus then turns to the crowd (compare Mark 8:34) and
talks about what will be required of those who follow him. They
must deny themselves, ‘take up their cross daily’ and follow him.
They should be prepared to lose their life in order to save it. What
did he mean by this? What should we deny ourselves or give up for
his sake? Maybe our money, possessions and luxuries. Maybe our
time, our privacy. Would we be prepared, if it came to it, to die for
him?

What is the cross we should take up? How do we follow Jesus? We
have his teaching and his example. We need to know these and do
the best we can to obey him and be like him. All the wealth and
power in the world are not worth losing our self- respect and our
relationship with God for.

Lord, please help me to follow your example and your teaching in my
thoughts, in my attitudes, in my actions and in my words; with the
help of the Spirit and to the glory of the Father; Amen.

Nicky Jackson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Friday 11 March Matthew 9.14-15

In tradition and text this passage is dear to Matthew, Herod Antipas’
tax collector who became the Lord’s apostle. It occurs in his home
immediately after his calling during a dinner with Jesus. Imagine it,
one moment Matthew is hated among his people as an agent for
oppression and corruption. And then, in a twinkling, he is
consecrated to the Messiah as an intimate servant, an agent of
liberty and salvation to his people as evangelist. Little wonder the
risen revenuer hosted a feast for both sides of the aisle, Jesus’
disciples and his old crowd.

There’s no wonder why this festive union distressed wedding-
crashing gangs with vested sacral-sin interests, the Pharisees and
the disciples of John the Baptist. Both were still clinging to their
expired titles and former things, while the world-changing
unmerited favour that spoke into Matthew’s tax booth earlier that
day made him anew as he followed Jesus. Neither uninvited gang
understood the Spirit of celebration or perceived the weight of the
ceremony. Beyond chagrin and contempt, we might also expect that
a few were a bit jealous of Jesus’ spousal defence of Matthew in
these verses.

It is too easy to read this passage as a primer on the ‘I do’s and ‘I
don’t’s of fasting or the new dispensation. In context, the author’s
big idea is not to create another religion or make disciples for John
the Baptist— putting new wine into old skins. The idea is to illustrate
Jesus’ actual fulfilment of an old religion and what it literally means
to be baptized by the Holy Spirit and fire. Christians do not fast for
sacrifice. When Christians fast, we viscerally remember and learn
God’s mercy and how we should follow him, be he near or far. For
that is God’s desire.

Stephen McBay
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Saturday 12 MarchLuke 5.27-32

In Jesus’ time tax collectors were more reviled than the modern day
bankers! They were seen as collaborators with the Romans and
often made their money by over taxing the people (maybe the
modern equivalent of over generous bonuses!) They were the group
everybody loved to hate, ranked with ‘sinners’ and outcasts.
However it was to these that Jesus’ message was usually best
received.

Levi (the name means joined) didn’t dither. He lived up to his name
and immediately left everything and joined Jesus. No hesitation
there then, quite the opposite, he even put on a huge party and
invited all his friends. Jesus had no hesitation in joining in with the
party. He did not attempt to quash the celebrations or refuse to mix
with Levi’s friends. The Pharisees were a bit put out by this. They
liked to keep themselves very distant and separate from these
sinners.

In Jesus’ reply to the Pharisees was he implying that they were
already perfect and therefore in no need of salvation? I don’t think
so, although it’s a comfortable trap to fall into. It is easy sometimes
to just chug along, going to church on Sunday, getting involved when
necessary, and trying to live an acceptable life. I wonder what I
would find though if I asked God to give me a full spiritual check up?

Dear Lord,
It’s time for my spiritual check-up. Please revive in me the attitude of
Levi and to follow you without hesitation. Help me to hear your
words and to action them and please put a check on this niggling
Pharisee attitude. Amen.

Catherine Elliott
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Sunday 13 March Genesis 2.15-17

We are asked to take care of a beautiful world, but what has gone
wrong? The symbolism in this passage shows a deep and difficult
truth. We are not to decide what is right and what is wrong, that is
God’s role.

We have a lot of responsibility in caring for the earth, working for a
living, taking care of friends and family, living a Christian life, but our
responsibility has limits. In all things we are to respect God’s
authority. He is not only our boss, but also our maker. God knows
our motives, understands the limits of our knowledge and
experience, and can predict people’s actions and reactions. Really it
doesn’t make sense for us to charge off with righteous indignation
before checking things with our Father who knows us all so well. Our
submission to God is the order and pattern shown in Genesis 2. In
our clearer moments it is incredible that we would ever think that
we know best, but our habits and instincts are deeply ingrained.

The Old Testament urges us to: ‘Wait for the Lord and seek His way.’
(Psalm 37.34), and, ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding’ (Proverbs 3.5). This theme is
strongly continued in the teaching of Jesus. A relationship with God,
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, allows us to head
off again in the right direction. With God at the head of our lives, we
find peace.

Forgive me: when I think I have all the answers; when I judge others.
Please give me: the grace to forgive; the sense to bring problems to
you, even when solutions seem straightforward. Please show me:
your way; your timing; when to speak out. ‘- to the only wise God be
glory for ever through Jesus Christ! Amen.’ (Romans 16.27)

Sarah Chambers
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Monday 14 MarchLeviticus 19.1-2, 11-18

What does it mean to serve and honour God, to love God? It surely
means more than having warm feelings and good vibes. It must
mean more than receiving some inward peace and contentment.
When God calls us to be like God, even to be a holy people (verses 1
and 2) what does this require of us?

Two things strike us about verse 11 to 18. First, they are so practical,
positively and negatively. Holiness involves honest trading and
speaking. It means just wages and proper labour relations. It
involves a serious regard for those whose sight and hearing are not
the best. It involves building communities of justice, without
slander, without succeeding at the expense of the vulnerable. No
hatred or vengeance, no bearing grudges. Holiness seems to entail
building communities with these marks and qualities.

Second, all this is before God, reflecting a proper fear of God (verse
14). There is something fundamental about the worship and
honouring of God and doing all these practical things. It is impossible
to love God without loving your neighbour, because that is what
God does. Love for God and love for neighbour may be distinct but
they are inseparable. Those who say they love God while hating
brothers or sisters are liars (! John 4.20). And this does not apply
only to the fellowship of the church. Aliens, visitors, asylum seekers,
foreigners, poor and vulnerable people, whatever their background,
these are the ones to love – even as we love ourselves. So we share
the life of God.

Lord, we say we want to grow spiritually in Lent. Please will you help
us to become more loving, more honestly your people.

Brian Haymes
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Tuesday 15 March Isaiah 55.10-11

There are times when life gets tough. Nothing seems to be going for
us. These are desert experiences and they come to us all, drowning
out any hopes we might have had. Such experiences are not
unknown to God’s people. So what keeps us going, even though we
get so little response? What keeps the teacher going with an
unresponsive class, a preacher with a dwindling congregation, an old
person sensing so many dreams are unfulfilled, a young person
tempted to cynicism and apathy before they have even started the
journey?

Hope is what keeps us on the move as are faithful to our calling,
hope based on the promises of God. Today’s verses assert a massive
promise of God. In the Bible God’s word is God’s promise and God’s
deed. When God speaks something happens. God said, ‘let there be
light’ and there was light! (Genesis 1.3) God’s word and God’s action
are one. So it is impossible for God to speak and promise and
nothing happen. God gives his assurance to a disappointed people
who have known what it is to be in exile, humiliated and in despair.
But God is not finished with this people yet, for all the story of their
disobedience and failure. That is the promise and the word will be
kept whatever the present crisis looks like.

So, keep on trying to be a faithful disciple. Keep on teaching the
children. Keep on going to worship. Keep on preaching, serving,
giving, for God is neither silent nor inactive. He has spoken his word
of life and love and hope. He has promised to lead the people to
new beginnings. Now read Psalm 126.

Gracious God, keep us trusting in your promises.

Brian Haymes
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Ember Day, Wednesday 16 MarchJonah 3

Reduced in the thinking of many to the story of ‘Jonah and the
Whale’, the book of Jonah is at once amusing, surprising, disturbing
and enlightening. The book is not without difficulty. The God it
portrays seems at first to be a God of violence bent on the
destruction of the wayward city of Nineveh. Still, what bothers
Jonah (and both troubles and delights the reader) is God’s readiness
not to punish but to forgive. Nineveh is the capital of Assyria, the
hostile superpower of Jonah’s day. It will, in due course, rise to
shatter the Northern Israelite kingdom and destroy it completely. In
Jonah chapters 3 and 4, however, God pities the people of Nineveh
(and its animals!) and spares them.

The turning point, of course, is the repentance of the king and
people of Nineveh. The people turn from their wickedness and, in
particular, they renounce violence. This renunciation provokes
divine response, divine repentance!

The repentance of the Ninevite king is remarkable. Having received
no hint that there was anything conditional about the condemnation
uttered against his city, the king turns to God. What faith! To turn,
unbidden, to the very God who threatens to destroy him! Surely
there is something exemplary here, for the reluctant prophet Jonah
and for us.

When all Your face is dark,
and Your just angers rise;
from You I turn to You,
and find love in Your eyes.
Ibn Gabirol

Robert Parkinson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Thursday 17 March, Patrick Esther 4

One of the impacts of globalisation is the Global interconnectedness
that manifests itself in many different areas of human life. We are
probably most familiar with global trade and how that connects
country to country and people to people. Each one of us is
connected to each other beyond our family and the community we
live in. What we do in one part of the country affects the other. How
do we make use of this interconnectedness to make a positive
impact on each other’s lives?

In this passage Esther knew what her responsibility was, and the risk
involved in her action, yet she risked her life and performed her
action at the right time. Along with her courageous step to meet the
king she also ordered the people to fast and pray. Her action and the
fasting was the complete opposite of all the celebration that had
been going on, showing that there needed to be a serious reversal in
their thinking. Esther was leading a campaign to undo the injustice
that had been done to her people. Her courageous action made a
great impact on the life of Jewish people in her time.

Each one of us is given responsibility to make a positive contribution
to others. God is actively calling us to make a difference in the world
both in small ways and in big ways. Christ through his sacrifice
redeemed us for himself so that we may take responsibility to
establish justice in the world.

Gracious God help us to understand the responsibility you have given
us. Help us to make a positive impact on others by our actions. Help
us to stand for justice and peace and help us to be your partners in
this world to establish justice. Guide us with your Spirit so that we
may show your love to the loveless. Amen.

Jasmine Devadason
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Friday 18 MarchEzekiel 18: 21-28

Heavenly Father,

We give you praise and thanks that you give us life through your
Son. In this holy season of Lent we ask for your forgiveness for the
times when we have failed to love you with our whole hearts.

We are unable to keep your laws without the help of your Holy
Spirit. We are inspired by the life and teaching of Jesus to follow in
his footsteps and we want to love and be kind to the poor and
needy. Help us to see all who suffer through the eyes of Christ. Take
from us our hearts of stone and give to us hearts of flesh. Teach us
to feel your compassion and weep with your tears.

May your healing love surround us and those whom we love. Let us
look to you and be radiant that the light of Christ may shine out
through us and spread your healing to the world.

Prompt us to remember in prayer all those who do not know Jesus
as their Lord and Saviour. We believe that you rejoice when one of
your lost sheep returns to the fold. We pray for those who have
never heard of your saving love and those who have not yet
responded to your call. They are your children and you love them
with an everlasting love. Help us to be witnesses to your saving
power.

‘The Lord enrich us with his grace,
and further us with his heavenly blessing:
The Lord defend us in adversity, and keep us from all evil;
The Lord receive our prayer, and graciously absolve us
from our offences.’ (Gregorian Sacramentary)

Barbra Malone
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Saturday 19 March, Joseph of Nazareth 2 Samuel 7.4-16

From King David’s point of view, to be living in a solidly built house
was a sign of a peaceful, settled stage in his life. His years of fighting
and exile were over. Surely it would be appropriate now to build a
house or temple for God?

The message from God, through the prophet Nathan, is perhaps
surprising: God had always lived in a tent, and had not asked for a
house or temple. God lived in the midst of his people, travelling with
them. In the insecurity of their nomadic life, God was reliably
present.

Moreover, God promised to give David a house, in the sense of a
household or family of descendents, which would last for ever.

Loving God, help us to recognise your presence with us
wherever we are and whatever we face,
in the midst of daily life,
and in all the changes and perplexities of our world.
Thank you for the encouragement we receive in our Christian
discipleship through belonging to the Church, the household of faith.

Mary Dicker
Christ Church and St Christopher



13

Sunday 20 MarchJohn 3.1-17

How open are we? Open to others and their ideas? Open to the
Spirit? Open to the possibility of living life within God who is
eternal?

Beware religious people with closed minds. Nicodemus had to
approach Jesus secretly (in the night). He was a leader, a person of
authority within a group characterized by the certainty of their
beliefs. Yet Nicodemus remained open in his attitude towards Jesus.

Nicodemus had to take a risk, as we are called to take risks. Too
much security stifles us. To be fully alive we have to take risks. Jesus
suggests to Nicodemus an alternative to knowing with certainty. It is
the way of ‘not knowing’, of being ‘born from above’. It is the way of
being vulnerable and placing our trust in God.

This new birth arises from entering a relationship with Jesus. All
relationships rely on trust. This particular relationship will take us
out of our comfort zone. As the relationship deepens, as we trust
and become more open with Jesus as a friend, so we will be led to
see the eternal life within us, to see others as Jesus sees them, to
love them as Jesus loves them and, to see and love ourselves as
Jesus sees and loves us. In this way we will be transformed so as to
help the weak become strong, the strong to become just and the
just to become compassionate, even as God herself is
compassionate.

So where to begin? Maybe by asking ourselves today just how open
are we? Open to others and their ideas? Open to the Spirit? Open to
the life God offers us today, the life of the Eternal One that is in each
of us?

Mike Evans
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Monday 21 March, Thomas Cranmer Luke 6.36-38

‘Would you buy a used car from this man?’ – the famous anti-
Richard Nixon poster of 1960. How can we decide who to vote for
without judging the candidates? ‘Will you marry me?’ ‘Go back and
get your bag – we’ll look after the kids.’ ‘So, are we agreed that Mr.
John Smith should be our new vicar?’ In things big and small, we
make judgements about people all the time. Our duty to love our
neighbour sometimes demands that we name and confront evil, and
that we exercise care in carrying out our duties.

Yet our Lord said, ‘Do not judge.’

In all honesty, is our judgement of other people’s actions, abilities
and failings really limited to those occasions when justice and
charity demand it? Do we not make moral judgements about people
the moment we see them, their dress, their body language, their
accent? Do we not only assess their behaviour, but also attempt to
compare it unfavourably with our own?

The cure is gratitude. Gratitude to God for the forgiveness and grace
we have received in Jesus Christ. Gratitude which leads to a genuine
and joyful humility and which is eager to share the transforming
power of God’s love with others. If we open up our hearts to God
and to our neighbours, God will not be slow to bestow his blessings.
‘A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over.’

Merciful Father, we acknowledge with gratitude the many gifts we
have received from your hand. Most especially, we thank you for the
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. In all our dealings with our neighbours,
keep us mindful of the forgiveness we ourselves have received
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gordon James
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Tuesday 22 MarchMatthew 23.1-12

Recently I attended a service in Manchester Cathedral. All three
bishops were there, with the Dean, and the Archdeacons. All were
arrayed in long silken robes, embroidered with gold thread, and the
bishops wore golden mitres on their heads. They processed into the
nave with great pomp and solemnity, accompanied by the organ and
the choir. There were no phylacteries or large tassels, because this
was a Christian, not a Jewish, service, but it would not have been
difficult for a non-believing observer (or a strict Lutheran) to
conclude that Jesus’ comment about the Pharisees also applied to
them: ‘Whatever they do is done for show’.

Jesus did not condemn pomp and circumstance in itself, but the
emptiness of a demonstration of power and authority which is not
reflected in deeds. Our Queen is feted wherever she goes, but is
universally respected for her wise and conscientious exercise of her
role as Head of State. Governments need ministers, schools need
head teachers, churches need leaders, and all these are worthy of
respect and generous pay if they run their organisations well. There
is no shame in a person’s ambition to succeed if it is accompanied
with integrity and hard work. Jesus taught that we should use our
God-given talents and not bury them in the earth. The evil of the
Pharisees was that they believed in their superiority without the
good works which would have entitled them to respect. But false
humility is equally unattractive. Let us rejoice in our talents and use
them for the benefit of others, as well as ourselves, so that at the
end of our lives we may be able to take proper pride in our
achievements, however modest, and in the respect accorded to us
because of them.

Diana Kloss
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Wednesday 23 March Matthew 20.17-28

What mother doesn’t want the best for her children? The mother of
the sons of Zebedee certainly did. She wanted greatness for them,
and had the courage to approach Jesus, and to do it while he was on
this, the most important of journeys to Jerusalem and the cross.

We could understand it if Jesus had brushed her aside, because he
had other, more important things on his mind, but he didn’t. As
always he made time for people and their requests – no matter how
outrageous those requests might seem to us.

Jesus asks, ‘Can you drink the cup that I am about to drink?’ ‘Of
course we can’ they replied. Maybe they wanted greatness too, and
were willing to agree to anything to achieve it. Jesus turns their idea
of greatness on its head and says that true greatness is about
service; about becoming nothing.

I am no longer my own, but yours.
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing, put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you or laid aside for you,
exalted for you or brought low for you;
let me be full, let me be empty;
let me have all things, let me have nothing;
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and
disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen. (from the Methodist Covenant Service)

Anne Pilkington
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Oscar Romero, Thursday 24 MarchLuke 16.19 -end

Did Jesus come to save ‘the likes of us’ (as the shepherd asked in the
BBC's Nativity)? To put it another way, is God biased towards the
poor?

In this story, Jesus makes an exaggerated contrast between the sick,
destitute beggar and the immensely rich man. Physically, they lived
in close proximity; but their life experiences were totally different. At
death, their situations were reversed. Lazarus was comforted by
Father Abraham while the rich man was endlessly tormented. In the
imagined conversation that follows, Abraham points out the basic
justice of this reversal. The rich man is sure that his brothers would
repent of their sins and turn to God if someone returned from the
dead to point out their hard-heartedness. It wouldn't make any
difference, Abraham responds.

Jesus tells this parable on His way to Jerusalem, where He will die
and then rise again. Many religious and/or rich people did not
believe what He said before His death: they weren't convinced by His
resurrection either. But Jesus turns the world upside down. His
kingdom standards are completely different to the world's.

There's certainly a warning here that 'purple clothes' and 'luxury' can
barricade us from seeing the poor. Refusal to respond to those in
need can become the inability to respond to the one who rose from
the dead. Those who know they are needy may be more ready to
welcome the Saviour.

Lord Jesus, deepen our love for others and our love for you, today
and every day.

Sally Ashcroft
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Friday 25 March, Annunciation Luke 1.26-38

The appearance of an angel must have frightened Mary but she is
told, ‘Do not be afraid’. At Christmas time we read about Mary’s
experience at the birth of Jesus – a tough journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, no suitable place for the birth. But what happened
afterwards? We hear of the worship of the shepherds, the brilliance
of a star leading wise men bearing gifts. Try to imagine the thoughts
of Mary, one of puzzlement, fear and at the same time wonder and
excitement. What a change was coming into her young life.

In Lent we read of Jesus being unpopular, even hated. How does
Mary feel? What about the promise the angel made that Jesus
would rule over his people forever? Will that ever happen? Jesus is
said to be the Son of God. It seems impossible! Or is it? Death will
come to Jesus but it will be followed by a joyful resurrection.

Sometimes we are challenged – no matter what our age – to change
the course of our lives, or even to change ourselves! It will not be
like the change that Mary experienced but in our daily life we cannot
avoid the changes that occur through sickness, bereavement, a
change in circumstances. A friend of mine used to tell me that a
change in the course of our life and accepting new challenges can
make us bigger and better people. I often wonder if it is true! We
should not fear change because it can lead to good things. The
secret of overcoming fear is found in our gospel reading: ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you.’ That same promise is made to us all and
for all time. ‘Through all the changing scenes of life’ (Nahum Tate)
God is with us.

Did you know that the Bible tells us 365 times not to be afraid? One
for each day of the year! Advice worth taking!

Pauline Giles
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Saturday 26 MarchLuke 15.1-3, 11-end

The problem with the parable of the Prodigal Son

The problem is that the parable is told as a story. The story makes a
context for the ending, makes the parable more memorable, and
gives an emotional punch to it. But a story is not a parable and this
parable is not this story; a parable tells us what heaven is like. The
story can get in the way. The ending is the whole of the parable. We
need ears to hear it though.
Many have made a mistake. Rembrandt got it completely wrong in
his painting. He painted the conclusion of the story and sends us
down a wrong path.

For we may see the story as how things must be. The sinner must:
be brought to extremis, come to their senses without advice, decide
to return home of their own accord, be ready to repent - and only
then are they welcomed and forgiven. We can think this, consciously
or unconsciously, and particularly if we have followed some of this
sequence ourselves, and ignore and exclude those whom God loves
because they have not fulfilled all (or any of) the conditions. We
would be out of order.

But this parable is part of a trilogy, which helps us.

The parable is the party that the prodigal receives. Disregarding all
that has happened, the prodigal is welcomed. Here is a retelling of
the parable, of the trilogy in fact, with all the crucial points included:
‘The kingdom of heaven is like this: Every child matters.’ Those three
words are a slogan, a prayer, a credo and a statement of faith.
Amen.

Paul Johnson
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Sunday 27 March Exodus 17.1-7

Maybe it’s because I read it very quickly the first time but I found
the opening and closing phrases of this passage in the NRSV really
striking. ‘From the wilderness of Sin’ and, ‘Is the Lord among us or
not?’

In the text, Sin is a geographic place but describing Sin as a
wilderness is a very powerful image. A wilderness is barren; it is
untamed; it is uncontrolled. Sin is a separation from God; it is where
God is ignored or unacknowledged; it is where God’s presence is
rejected.

Yet God is never absent; God is always present; there are those who
refuse to see God or who don’t know how to look for God; and of
course there are those who are not sure. There is no proof; to
acknowledge God’s presence requires knowledge of God’s nature;
that knowledge enables us to answer the question is the Lord
among us or not with a resounding yes. For faith knows that God will
never leave us nor forsake us and that God’s mercy will be with us
all the days of our life.

Please pray today for those who are in the wilderness; those who
cannot see God; those who are distancing themselves from God’s
presence.

Lord be with them.

Please pray for those who are asking the question, ‘Is the Lord
among us or not?’

Lord, Grant them ears to hear your answer.

Stuart Wild
Didsbury and East Didsbury Methodist Churches



21

Monday 28 March2 Kings 5.1-15

In this story the main figure, the one whose story we follow is that
of Naaman, successful warrior, but suffers from leprosy. But the
story of how he comes to be healed relies on the parts played by
those we might consider the smaller characters in the piece.

It is a servant girl, who has been stolen away from her homeland,
who knows and believes in the prophet in Israel and has the courage
and faith to tell her mistress that if he saw him Naaman could be
healed. Similarly, it is the servants who go with Naaman to Israel
who encourage him to do as the messenger from Elisha told him and
go and wash in the Jordan seven times. Naaman is clearly not
impressed by his prescribed method of healing. You can almost
imagine him stalking away from Elisha’s gate. But his servants have
the courage and wisdom to advise him, understanding his character
enough to know that he would have been more than willing to do
something difficult to earn his healing than something which seems
so easy. Naaman responds positively to their words of
encouragement; he bathes and is healed.

God is at work in this story through the faith and courage of a
servant girl, through the encouragement and wisdom of servants.
Through the obedience, even after initial rejection, by Naaman.
Often it is as we are obedient and faithful in small matters that God
uses us. Words of encouragement can have an effect far beyond
what we see or realise.

Lord, help us in all we do to be faithful and obedient. Help us to be
encouragers of others following you. May we know that you are at
work in and through our lives. Amen

Janet Green
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Tuesday 29 March Daniel 2.20-23

Our God reigns!
Our God rules!
Our God has all power, wisdom and knowledge.

Human beings think they reign, in their arrogance they believe that
even the elements are submissive to them. Human beings think they
rule, in their foolishness they believe they can take everything from
the earth and use it as they desire. Human beings think they are all-
powerful; understand all things; know all things.

Confronted by the mysteries of God they are poor and ignorant.
Confronted by the power of the elements, the wonder of the eagle’s
flight, the miracle of birth, they come face to face with their
smallness. Confronted by evil, threatened by death, they come face
to face with their own mortality. Confronted by Jesus, disturbed by
the Holy Spirit, they come face to face with God,

Thank God that when human beings come to their senses, realising
their weakness, then in mercy God reveals deep and hidden things,
as he pours out divine power and wisdom on all those who call upon
him.

Our God reigns and defeats evil,
Our God rules and destroys death,
Through his power, wisdom and knowledge all humanity is offered
immortal life.

‘Praise be the name of God forever and ever,
wisdom and power are his.’

Anne Wilde
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Wednesday 30 MarchDeuteronomy 4.1, 5-9

Moses calls Israel to give heed to the statutes and ordinances he is
teaching them, as God had commanded him, for organising the
social life of the nation as they are entering the Promised Land.
Statutes refer to everything that concerns morals and the rites and
ceremonies of religion: ordinances (or judgements) refer to matters
of civil right and wrong. Diligent observation of these statutes and
ordinances would demonstrate wisdom and understanding resulting
from having ‘a god so near to it’, and would bring the admiration of
other people and nations. This great privilege was the uniqueness of
the Hebrew religion, no intermediary being required to enable the
worshipper to approach God in prayer.

What significance has the Mosaic Law for the Christian? It has an
ethical timelessness about it, which demands the observance of all
generations of Jews and Christians alike. It is to be taught to our
children and our children’s children. The Bible shows God’s ideal
pattern for healthy living, and our passage warns us to take care and
watch ourselves closely that we neither forget nor let slip this
pattern. History has shown the collapse of nations and civilisations
that in their governance have departed from these principles. There
are influences at home and abroad today trying to play down the
Christian religion and we should be aware and prepared to stand up
and be counted.

‘Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus
that, as you learned from us how you ought to live and to please
God (as, in fact, you are doing), you should do so more and more.
For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord
Jesus.’ (1 Thessalonians 4.1–2).

Peter Laws
Didsbury with Barlow Moor Methodist Church
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Thursday 31 March, John Donne Jeremiah 7.23-28

Trust and Obey, for there is no other way . . .

The secret of a happy life? It is all very simple, ‘Obey me and I will be
your God and you shall be my people, only do as I say and all shall be
well.’ Very simple but not very easy! Just like the Israelites of old we
find ways not to hear what God has to say to us and persist in
thinking that we know best.

Of course the Israelites had experienced rescue from Egypt, seen
physical signs of God’s presence and had the Ten Commandments
clearly presented, but still would not listen when He spoke through
the prophets. Are we not much the same? It is all too easy to ignore
the guidance God offers, side line the times in our own experience
when we have been certain of the reality and presence of God and
sink into doubt and apathy. The result of this is that we end up living
a life based on false values while still going through the motions of
our Christian faith.

It is so hard to ‘wait on the Lord’ but unless we do, we do not give
ourselves the opportunity to listen and to hear what He has to say to
us. Obedience does not guarantee us a trouble free life but we are
promised that ultimately ‘all shall be well’.

Father God, thank you for your persistence in reaching out to me in
love. Please help me not only to make time to hear your word but
also give me the ability to really listen and take your message to
heart. Amen

Patricia Pott
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Frederick Denison Maurice, Friday 1 AprilHosea 14

Dark, melancholy, people turning away from God, what a read! Two
Kingdoms, the North and South, of which the North turns from
religion; they will pay for the bloodshed. God will not love and care
for a culture that destroys human life; idolises false gods and shows
no love or mercy for others.

God commands Hosea [meaning help] to marry a promiscuous
woman and they have a son, Jezreel (God sows). Hosea and Gomer
then have a daughter, Lo-ruhamah (unloved and pitied). They then
have another son, Lo-amm (not mine – meaning a name of shame) -
Hosea wasn’t sure this was his son, and after bearing her three
children, Gomer left Hosea for her lovers and he divorced her.

I believe on reading Hosea that God is saying he will stand by those
who love him and he will divorce himself from those who cause
bloodshed and worship false Gods. God felt pity on Israel and then
divorced himself from the country. Hosea prophesied that one day
God would renew the covenant, and would take Israel back in love.

My view is that the book of Hosea assures us of God’s unconditional
love for His people. It also shows us how we can anger God by our
actions. How can we be given mercy and grace, and yet treat our
Father in such a way.

Only by remembering how much God has done, and continues to
do, for each of us will we be given eternal life safe in His hands. We
do make mistakes, but if we promise to be good and caring and to
love God, then He promises in return to show us His everlasting
love.

Rosie Blayds
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Saturday 2 April Hosea 5.15 – 6:6

A New Dawn

During the late winter months into the early spring months, it is
always heartening to see the mornings become increasingly light. As
sure as spring follows winter the daylight hours become longer.
Soon the long summer days will be upon us and creation will awake
from its winter hibernation. An age-old adage says that ‘it is always
darkest before the dawn.’ Does it sometimes seem that the dawn
will never come? Does life feel full of darkness and empty of the
hope a new day would bring? Whatever the circumstances you find
yourself in presently, at times throughout life it can be hard to trust
that the dawn will appear. But we know that dawn does come. In
today’s passage we read that, as surely as the sun rises, He will
appear, and not only appear, but heal, bind up our wounds, revive
and restore us. Throughout Lent we remember Christ’s resurrection
and we are reminded in this passage that on the third day Christ
restored us. The reality of Christ’s resurrection in our lives is the
promise we hold on to that a dawn will come. We are already
assured of forgiveness and salvation, but furthermore, Christ’s
resurrection is also a promise that lives can be transformed; revived
and restored. Is your faith in need of revival? Then focus on the
victory of Christ on the cross! Are you in need of restoration? Then
focus upon the power of Christ’s resurrection!

Graham Meiklejohn
Didsbury Community Church
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Mothering Sunday, Sunday 3 AprilJohn 9

My wife Sharon is a big fan of the TV programme CSI (Crime Scene
Investigation) where the aim of the team is to work out how a crime
was committed through a process of careful examination,
questioning and investigation ending up with a revelation of the
truth. In a sense John 9 is a bit like this… though with a twist.

The Crime: Why did Jesus heal this blind man on the Sabbath day,
strictly against the rules of ‘doing work’? And who does he think he
is?

The Investigation: So the Pharisees locate, investigate and
interrogate the blind man to find out how he got healed and who
was responsible for this Sabbath breaking. How ironic: they were
blind too! They could not see that this was an act of mercy
performed by the servant of God. And so they try to look for a way
to condemn the ‘sinner’ Jesus…but fail to agree. The pragmatic
response of the man cuts through their biased investigation:
‘Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I
was blind and now I see’ (v. 25). And so they throw him out (v. 34).
He has not provided the answers they were looking for.

The Crime Solved: Jesus finds him and reveals that He is the Son of
Man, come from heaven to help people see and experience the
living God.

The Twist: The twist of the story is threefold. First, there is no crime!
Nothing bad happened; only good! Second, many that think they see
the clearest are the most blind. The investigators are blinder than
anyone else! Third, those that see the least will see the clearest if
they recognise and worship Jesus (35-38).

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church
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Monday 4 April John 4.43-54

Cause and effect

Billy Graham once said, ‘I've seen the effects of the wind, but I've
never seen the wind. There's a mystery to it.’ Billy Graham was not
trying to use this as a proof for God, but rather reminding us that
belief does not necessarily rely upon seeing. There are many things
that we see the effects of, but we cannot see. When we jump we
come back to earth because of gravity, but we cannot see gravity
itself. We can see how magnets work, but we cannot see the
magnetic force itself. And so the examples go on. In John 4:48 Jesus
says, ‘Unless you people see signs and wonders…you will never
believe.’ I don’t think it is because signs and wonders are wrong, or
that we shouldn’t encourage signs and wonders, but I do think Jesus
was pointing us to a faith that isn’t contingent on seeing signs and
wonders. Of course the greatest sign and wonder was the death and
resurrection of Christ himself that we remember throughout Lent.
Though, in the present age, we do not see this sign and wonder, as
followers of Christ we should be the ones that help people to see
the effects of Christ’s death and resurrection as we live out our lives.
As we read later in John’s gospel, ‘Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one another.’ (John 13:34-35)

Graham Meiklejohn
Didsbury Community Church
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Tuesday 5 AprilJohn 5.1-3; 5-16

Here we go again: Another Johannine CSI story!

Similar Crime: Why did Jesus heal this lame man on the Sabbath day,
strictly against the rules of ‘doing work’?

The Investigation: The man had been lame for 38 years and had sat
beside a ‘healing spa’ but to no avail. Then Jesus of Nazareth came
along and told him to pick up his mat and walk! The man was healed
miraculously but was caught carrying his mat under his arm as he
walked around the city. Having been stopped by the ‘Jews’ for
breaking the Sabbath (carrying the mat was working) he told them
his story. This gave rise to an even greater crime ‘Who is this fellow
who told you to pick it up and walk?’ (v. 12) The man had no idea as
Jesus had slipped away from the scene.

The Crime Solved: Like the previous incident Jesus finds the man and
reveals Himself as His Healer. ‘See you are well again!’ (v. 14)

The Twist: The twist of the story is subtle. Jesus says, ‘Stop sinning or
something worse may happen to you’ (v. 14). At first it seems a
harsh word but how could it be when Jesus has not only healed the
man out of sheer compassion but has gone to find him to make sure
he is well. Rather he points out that, though lameness is a terrible
thing, the destructive power of sin is even worse. There is something
about sin that can destroy not only the body, but the soul as well.
We may need healing in all sorts of ways, but there is no greater
need than our lives being free from the destructive power of sin.

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church
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Wednesday 6 April John 5.17-30

Follow the leader

When I was younger my dad spent hours coaching me in how to play
badminton. I wanted to be able to play like he could play. He taught
me how to hold the racquet and patiently spent hours hitting the
shuttle back and forth with me so that I might become better. It is
likely that at some point in your life you too have had a mentor, a
coach, a teacher or a guide that you have relied upon to show you
what to do. In this passage we see that Jesus only did that which the
Father showed Him to do and in doing so expresses how intimately
connected the Father is to the Son. Jesus looked to the Father to
guide and empower him in his life. As the Son looked to the Father,
we too are called to look to Jesus for our example and follow in His
ways. The passage goes on to remind us that the Father has the
power to raise the dead and give life, as seen in the death and
resurrection of Christ. Furthermore, when we are identified with
Christ we too can be raised to new life. As we approach Easter we
remember that the Son looked to the Father and was obedient even
to death on a cross (Philippians 2.8). In the same way we are to look
to the Son as our example to follow, not only in life, but also in
death and on into new life. What a hope we have in Christ, that
having gone through death to new life, we can be confident of
following him in this journey also. ‘Death has been swallowed up in
victory.’ ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?’ (1 Cor. 15.54-55)

Graham Meiklejohn
Didsbury Community Church
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Thursday 7 AprilJohn 5.31-end

Several years ago I saw a violent assault on a young man as I was
walking home in Scotland and I ended up appearing as a witness in
court to testify concerning the events. My testimony would help
point to the truth of the story. In this passage Jesus appeals to three
witnesses that validate the truth about who he is. The witnesses
confirm that he is the Christ and has come to bring light to the
world.

Witness number one: John the Baptist
John was well respected among the people but Jesus pointed out
what John himself had claimed: he was sent to be a witness to Jesus.
John was the signpost to Jesus. His life and words served to confirm
that Jesus was the Christ (vv. 31-35; cf. John 1.19-34)

Witness number two: The Father
Even greater than John was God Himself – His Father. If the evidence
presented by John wasn’t sufficient then the evidence of God’s work
in the life of Jesus was evidence enough. The works that He did were
clearly the works of God (v. 36).

Witness number three: Moses and the Scriptures
And if that wasn’t enough Jesus calls on the testimony of the great
prophet Moses, and all of the Scriptures, to say that they speak
about Him. ‘If you believed Moses, you would believe me for he
wrote about me!’ (v. 46). All the Scriptures bear witness to Him.

The verdict: All the evidence points to the same truth. Jesus is God’s
Word made flesh and has made His dwelling among us. He is full of
grace and truth (John 1). How much more evidence do we need?

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church
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Friday 8 April John 7.1-2, 10, 25-30

Cheap Grace

The life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer remains a challenge to us all, even
after more than 60 years has elapsed. Living through the Second
World War and standing for his beliefs in face of opposition, his life
testifies to his writings on the cost of discipleship. In his writing he
warns his readers about the danger of embracing a cheap grace, and
that warning still should ring in our ears today. The danger of cheap
grace is accepting the Christian life for its benefits without counting
its cost. Bonhoeffer’s faith cost him his life and he is a testimony to
what it means truly to live out what is modelled in Jesus. In John 7
we read of Jesus infuriating many by speaking out against the pre-
vailing culture. Jesus’ courage to live counter-culturally, in a very
public manner, as he was called to do by the Father, ultimately also
cost him his life. As we live out our Christian lives, in a culture that
does not easily receive Christian values, we are also called to model
the life of Christ and live counter-culturally. It may not cost us our
lives but it may require making some tough choices. As we approach
Easter it is a good time to reflect on the costly sacrifice of Christ and
how we can respond by living in a way which honours the love Christ
showed for us on the cross. The message of sacrifice at Easter is not
an easy message to embrace and live out, but the message of Easter
is also a message full of hope, grace and love.

Graham Meiklejohn
Didsbury Community Church
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Saturday 9 AprilJohn 7.40-52

In this short passage there are no fewer than seven questions asked
in the space of 12 verses.

1) How can the Christ come from Galilee? (v. 41)
2) Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David’s
family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived? (v. 42)
3) Why didn’t you bring him in? (v. 45)
4) You mean he has deceived you also? (v. 47)
5) Has any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? (v. 49)
6) Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find
out what he is doing? (v. 51)
7) Are you from Galilee too?

All these questions address a single question that runs through the
story of John, indeed a question that lies at the heart of the Bible
story itself: Who is Jesus Christ?

Of all the questions we can ask about Jesus, of which there are many
and it is good to ask them, none is more important than the ‘Who is
Jesus?’ question. For once we have answered this question every
other question is at least partly understood and answered. But
failure to answer this question means we will be like the people in
our story - we will ask all sorts of good questions but ultimately
never arrive at the most important truth. As we approach Easter all
of us still need to answer the question Jesus Himself asked of people
then and still asks of people now: ‘Who do you say I am?’ (Mark
8.29). Like Peter may we come to affirm the central tenet of the
Christian faith, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.’
(Matthew 16.16).

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church
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Sunday 10 April Passiontide begins Ezekiel 37.1-14

This is a vision: dry bones are turned into bodies of flesh and blood
by God through the Spirit, an image that shows us how God can give
new energy in the dry times in life; God gives courage in times of
fear, hopelessness, or doubt.

In his new pastorate a minister saw his church seemed to be nearly
entirely empty most Sundays. He asked some of the people living in
the parish why the church was empty, and they replied: ‘The Church
is dead.’ So he got the local newspapers to print an obituary for ‘the
Church’, advertising an official funeral service to be held in church.

On the day he saw that the church was packed! At the end of the
service he asked every person present to walk past the coffin and to
look inside on his or her way out! Should anyone want to change
their mind, thinking the church could come to new life again, he or
she was to come back into the room through the other door.
As people walked out past the coffin, the unthinkable happened.
Through the other door, those who had said the church was dead
came back in, hopeful that the church wasn’t dead after all. Why?
In the coffin was a mirror; so as people were looking in to say their
goodbyes to the church, they saw themselves dying as ‘the church’!
(author unknown)

Great God, who is beyond our understanding, thank you for your
Spirit, present among us today, as in centuries past. Let it stir us,
energise us, and give us courage when life is dry or hopeless! Amen

Dorothee Büürma
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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George Selwyn, Monday 11 AprilJoshua 2.1-14

After Moses died, Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land.
Before crossing the Jordan he sent spies ahead to reconnoitre the
country. Joshua had himself been sent on a similar mission by
Moses. Jericho was the nearest city on the far side and the spies
lodged there in the house of the prostitute Rahab. In those days her
occupation was probably not regarded with the disfavour that now
attaches to it. She lived with her family who presumably kept an in
for travellers). The reputation of the Israelites had gone ahead of
them and alarmed the King of Jericho. The reaction of those living in
his territory was comparable to that of the modern Palestinians at
foundation of the modern state of Israel , or that of native
Americans confronting European settlers, or the Britons when the
Anglo-Saxons invaded this country.

The king’s attempt to arrest the spies was foiled by Rahab’s hiding
them and arranging their escape. She regarded the Israelites’ God as
invincible, evidenced by their crossing the Red Sea and defeating the
rulers beyond the Jordan. Her faith in the Israelites’ God was
rewarded when Jericho was captured and Joshua saved her and her
family from the slaughter of its inhabitants, and was later
remembered by the writer of the letter to the Hebrews.

The story of Rahab provokes the question of when it is right to
betray one’s country and collaborate with the enemy. If God is
indeed on the enemy’s side, then it is justified but too often the
traitor has made a false god in his own image. We can only pray that
God will give us the ability to discern his will.

Eric Watson
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Tuesday 12 April Numbers 21.4-9

Salvation

I don’t imagine many of us will have looked recently at this passage!
It is a strange story. The people are cured of the bites of fiery
serpents by looking at a brazen serpent. The meaning seems to be
that because the brazen serpent symbolized the thing that was
destroying the people it had the power (or magic) to heal them. The
story seems to have had rather much to do with magic because a
cult object in the temple of Jerusalem had to be destroyed (2 Kings
18.4). Later Jews (the rabbis) said that it was not the sight of the
bronze symbol that saved the people but looking up to the Lord. Our
interest in the story stems from the fact that John’s Gospel connects
it with Jesus. See John 3.11-16.

Early Christian writers were fascinated. They took the serpent as a
type of Christ. But look carefully at John 3.11-16. John’s point of
comparison is not the serpent but the lifting up and refers to our
Lord’s lifting up on the cross and lifting up to heaven. John 12.22 is
clear ‘I when I am lifted up from the earth will draw everyone to
myself.’ As in the rabbinic interpretation the uplifted serpent drew
the hearts of Israel to God for their salvation, so the uplifting of
Jesus draws people to himself.

Jack McKelvey
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Wednesday 13 AprilDaniel 3.14-20, 24-25, 28

Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon had conquered Judah but was
wise enough to appoint the young Jews, Shadrach, Meshach,
Abednigo and Belteshazzar, as court officials. They accepted this at
the cost of changing their names, denying their Jewishness to some
extent. The king appeared even to acknowledge their god after
Belteshazzar (Daniel) had interpreted a dream for him, calling him
‘that head of gold’, and they were promoted to high positions. Later
the King changed his mind and ordered to be built a massive gold
image which all had to worship.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednigo had reached the limits of
compromise in their faith and resigned themselves to their fate in
the furnace. Despite their exalted position their conscience reigned
supreme, ‘What we are we remain’. The story of their example
inspired Martin Luther King in 1960s USA, to disobey existing racially
unjust laws, arguing that a higher moral law was at stake. It also
moved Benjamin Britten’s parable for church performance, ‘The
Burning Fiery Furnace’, which is said to be his coded plea that gays
should not have to ‘pass’ in society and compromise their right to
self-affirmation. The history of the early church, the Reformation,
the Inquisition and totalitarian regimes in the twentieth century
provide further examples of martyrs who valued their faith or beliefs
more than their own lives.

Jesus taught us ‘Blessed are you, when you suffer insults and
persecution and calumnies of every kind for my sake. Exult and be
glad, for you have a rich reward in heaven’. Let us pray that we in
the early 21st century will be given moral courage and strength in
our Christian faith when the church is under attack, in an
increasingly secular Britain.

Alastair Clark
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Thursday 14 April Genesis 17.3-7

Abram was a man who was successful in life, and was able to
overcome the difficulties which came his way. He was a leader of his
people; he had a beautiful wife; and he was faithful to and kept in
communication with God. But the one thing which eluded him was
that he and his wife Sarai had no children, something which was
obviously distressing to them both.

Then, the Bible tells us, when Abram and Sarai were well beyond
childbearing age, God told Abram that he and Sarai would have a
son. Abram laughed when God told him this. But, sure enough, the
following year Abram and Sarai had a son whom they called Isaac.

Like Abram, there is much we can do to overcome the obstacles
which life throws at us. But we are not in control of everything.
Abram was constant in his faithfulness to God, who in the end gave
what he most wanted.

The conception of Isaac was so significant to Abram and Sarai, that
God changed their names from Abram, meaning ‘high father’, to
Abraham meaning ‘father of a multitude’; and from Sarai, meaning
‘whole woman’ to Sarah, meaning ‘princess’.

I think God is telling us through Abraham’s life, to put our trust in
Him and to listen to what God may be telling us to do. Then life may
not always be what we want but what God has decided is best for us
and what God wants us to do for Him.

Help us, God, in our prayers, not just to speak to you but to listen to
hear what you are saying to us.

Jill Stone
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Friday 15 AprilJeremiah 20.10-13

When those around us denigrate our beliefs, and want us to go
against our principles and values, it’s sometimes easier, in fear of
being mocked and laughed at, to keep quiet and go along with them
instead of being loyal to God. But he knows us inside out, and is
always with us.

Lord,
Guide us back onto the right path
to continue our journey of faith and commitment to you,
and to remain strong and steadfast in times of temptation. Amen.

Liz Longden
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Saturday 16 April, Isabella Gilmore Ezekiel 37.21-28

When we read the Old Testament we should remember that we are
reading only half a book. We know that the promises of God are
often fulfilled in ways we do not expect and this was surely true of
the promises made to the children of Israel. The prophecies of
Ezekiel were written during the exile of the Jews to Babylon and
foretell the return of the Jews to Israel, the rebuilding of the Temple
and the rule of a just and righteous King. We can easily see how
later generations, subject to Roman oppression and the rule of a
corrupt vassal like Herod, could expect the prophesies of Ezekiel to
be fulfilled more by the likes of Barabbas than by a Man of Peace
riding on a donkey. These words would also have inspired the Jews
of the modern Diaspora and longings of Zionists in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

We too, long for comfort, security and the feeling that we have
rights to all we hold in this world and a sure claim in the next. The
Gospels show us that God expects us to show our love for Him in our
love for each other and that we should expect not to dominate, but
to serve.

Lord God, help us to serve one another and to show our devotion to
You in that service.

Bob Ward
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Palm Sunday, Sunday 17 AprilMatthew 21.1-11

Why? Millions of people must have wondered why, having told his
disciples to keep quiet about him for so long he had chosen this day
to proclaim his status as the Messiah as he rode into Jerusalem on
the back of the colt of an ass. Zechariah prophesied ‘Rejoice greatly,
O daughter Zion! Lo your king comes to you, triumphant and
victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey.’

Did he expect the powerful religious leaders in Jerusalem to accept
him as the Messiah? Jesus was not a naïve man, positively astute
sometimes – ‘let he who is without sin throw the first stone’ so
although he broadcast his message of peace in riding on a donkey he
surely understood the danger involved and clearly expected to die.

Did he believe he had been born and was about to die so that God
would be able to forgive mankind? Nothing in the Jewish faith or the
prophecies seems to envisage the idea and I see no evidence that
Jesus believed it or, indeed, that the idea had ever entered his mind.
This is not a trivial belief and I find it strange that had Jesus believed
this to be the main reason for his life on earth there seems to be no
record of his ever mentioning it. The doctrine of atonement was -
invented? created? inferred? by some person or persons unknown
some time during the hundred years after Jesus died.

I remain mystified as to why Jesus rode into Jerusalem that day but
salute his courage and repeat the words of the prophet: ‘Rejoice
greatly’.

Shirley Leak
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Monday 18 April, Monday of Holy Week John 12.1-11

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany . . .

This simple phrase heralds a momentous chapter in the life of Jesus
and of the world. Just as God created the world in six days, here we
are witnessing the six days in which the recreation took place
through Jesus Christ the Saviour. The Passover was that most
important festival in the Jewish calendar, commemorating when the
angel of death passed over the homes of the Israelites in their
slavery in Egypt. Where the blood of the sacrifice was daubed over
the lintel, the family was spared the loss of their firstborn and the
people were able to flee . . . to freedom eventually.

On this occasion Jesus, with his friends was going to the Passover as
a practising Jew, but also to fulfil his destiny. Bethany was a
dormitory town where pilgrims could stay when Jerusalem was too
full. The name Bethany is thought to mean ‘House of affliction’ and
in Jesus’ passage there this time the name seems to foreshadow the
affliction that will befall him in the next few days, but the story
which follows is one of welcome, warmth and consolation.

The characteristic gesture of Mary showing her love for Jesus
happens at a mealtime. The perfume filling the house with its
fragrance seems to symbolise how precious this gesture was for
Jesus. But even in that place the strident note comes in with Judas’
critical comment and Jesus’ reply: ‘Leave her alone…’ The Evangelist
too foresees the deaths of Jesus, and Lazarus as imminent now.

Lord we pray you will hold us close to you this Holy Week and allow
us, like Lazarus and his family, to be faithful and loving witnesses to
you at all times..

Eleri Edwards
Welsh Chapel, Noddfa Oaker Avenue
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Tuesday of Holy Week, Tuesday 19 AprilJohn 12.2-36

Broken and Spilled Out

The song, Broken and Spilled Out by Steve Green became popular
among soloists in the church in the 1980s and told the story of John
12.1-11:

One day a plain village woman, driven by love for her Lord
Recklessly poured out a valuable essence, disregarding the scorn
And once it was broken and spilled out, a fragrance filled all the room
Like a pris'ner released from his shackles, like a spirit set free from the tomb

Broken and spilled out, just for love of you Jesus
My most precious treasure, lavished on Thee
Broken and spilled out, and poured at Your feet
In sweet abandon, let me be spilled out
And used up for Thee

Lord You were God's precious treasure, His loved and His own perfect Son
Sent here to show me the love of the Father, just for love it was done
And though You were perfect and holy, You gave up Yourself willingly
You spared no expense for my pardon, You were used up and wasted for me

Broken and spilled out, Just for love of you Jesus
My most precious treasure, Lavished on Thee
Broken and spilled out, And poured at Your feet
In sweet abandon, Let me be spilled out
And used up for Thee

As we approach Easter may we thank God for His poured out
offering in Christ, and like Mary may we pour out our love to Him in
response.

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church



44

Wednesday 20 April, Wednesday of Holy Week John 13.21-32

How does it feel when someone close to us betrays us? Some know
only too well those feelings of deep hurt and anger caused by
someone who thinks only of themselves. To say that Jesus, when
faced with this situation ‘was troubled’ doesn’t really adequately
describe how he must have been feeling. Jesus was grieved, yet
knowing who was going to betray him, he carried on treating Judas
as he treated the rest of his disciples. He talked with him, taught
him, washed his feet and shared a meal with him. And now Judas
sits at the side of Jesus at the table, with the ‘disciple whom Jesus
loved’ at the other side. A place of honour, indeed.

What John seems to emphasise in this text, is that the betrayal of
Jesus is part of the plan. Jesus knows about it and does nothing to
stop it from happening. His betrayal is not something that is forced
upon him, or that takes him unawares. Rather, he takes it upon
himself, and the resulting suffering and death, as a means to an end.
When Judas accepted the dipped piece of bread, he played his part
in the plan. Satan entered into him and he went out into the night;
into the darkness.

We don’t like to think of ourselves as betrayers of Jesus. We too, like
Judas, share a special relationship with Jesus. We are served by
Jesus, through each other, and we share in a special meal together.
But when we think, say or do things that are against the will of God,
we become betrayers of Jesus.

Jesus, in the pain of the cross, took our sins and weaknesses to
himself and offered us a new beginning.

Michelle Brocklehurst
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Maundy Thursday, Thursday 21 AprilJohn 13 1-7, 31b-35

In the chapel kitchen, the elderly lady dried the plate, slowly and
carefully. She put it down, picked up a cup from the draining board
and as she lovingly wiped it, said ‘I can’t do much now, but I can still
wash up.’ It was more than a statement of fact, it was a theological
description of what she was doing. She was showing her love for her
Lord in a practical down to earth way. She was serving God. She
dried crockery rather than feet but it was no less an act of love. The
pots would be immaculate. It did not matter how long it took. It
didn’t matter that she would have to put her feet up when she got
home. This was her way of obeying Jesus’ commandment. This was
her response to Christ’s love for her.

As George Herbert put it:

‘Who sweeps a room as for thy sake,
makes that and the action fine’

Loving Lord Jesus, help us to see opportunities to love;
Help us to seize opportunities to love;
Help us create opportunities to love.
Amen.

Stuart Wild
Didsbury and East Didsbury Methodist Churches
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Friday 22 April, Good Friday John 18.1 – 19.42

On Good Friday we hear of Jesus’ death, and as a Christian, I know I
will hear about the resurrection Hope on Easter Sunday. But still
many ask the question ‘How is that possible?’ Some things we must
leave with God; the unexplained, the mystery, for this is who God is.
And I, for one am happy with that.

However, the issue is not about ‘what is possible?’ … but ‘what is
made possible?’ Christmas and Easter are the key narratives in the
Christian faith, and the cross lies at the heart of our faith. It denotes
and determines who we are, the suffering and the hope; it is the
foundation stone of our faith.

It is by faith that we accept that the cross is part of the Christian
story. It does not mean that we must avoid exploring the story,
asking questions, or challenging the writer… but it is accepting that
it is the same Holy Spirit present at Christmas with Mary, present
with Jesus on the cross… that enables us to explore and discover
more about our relationship with God our Creator.

Gracious God,
in whom we live and move and have our being,
help us walk the path of faith,
with opened ears and questioning minds,
with words of nurture and compassionate hearts,
May this Lent and Easter be filled not with questions
but be filled with the Holy Spirit encouraging us,
and equipping us to walk along the road of discovery
until we find our rest in you. Amen.

Ruth Dillon
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Holy Saturday, Saturday 23 AprilJohn 19.38-42

Joseph of Arimathea, a secret disciple, and Nicodemus, who first
came to Jesus by night, unite to provide a burial for the body of
Jesus. Two men who had come partially to believe in Jesus are
drawn to him and to each other by Jesus’ death. Had not Jesus said
that if he were lifted up from the earth he would draw all people to
himself? The Synoptic Gospels pay particular attention to the
presence and witness of women at the death and resurrection of
Jesus. John points especially to men whose journey of faith is
fraught with difficulty and who struggle to admit to others that they
believe in Jesus. A similar theme will be taken up by the sympathetic
treatment of Thomas in the next chapter.

Drawn by the death of Jesus to express their love for him, Joseph
and Nicodemus prepare his body for burial. This they do with
extravagance and abandon. In view of the fact that time is short and
preparations must be hurried, their utilisation of a mixture of myrrh
and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds is extraordinary. Such
an amount of spices would befit the burial of a king! Full an open
faith comes slowly to Joseph and Nicodemus. Yet they ensure that
the one who was hailed as king at his trial and acclaimed king at his
crucifixion is buried a king at his death.

Jesus, who had been so very much alive, is now dead and buried.
Stillness, silence and darkness seem to reign. Resurrection morning
waits.

Today a tomb holds Him who holds the creation in the hollow of His
hand; a stone covers Him who covered the heavens with glory. Life
sleeps and hell trembles, and Adam is set free from his bonds.
(Matins of Holy Saturday)

Robert Parkinson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Sunday 24 April, Easter Sunday John 20.1–18

Today we think about the empty tomb, and we reflect on the
emptiness that Mary Magdalene felt as she went to the garden on
that first Easter morning. She herself, I guess, would have been
feeling empty – and we can only imagine what emotions were
overwhelming her. There would be loss, confusion, anger, grief – all
swirling around inside her as she stumbles around in the garden,
looking for the one she knows to be dead.

There are times for all of us when we have to face emptiness. Times
when we have to search for God in the empty tombs of our lives, the
places where there seems little in the way of hope. Like Mary we
have to experience the loneliness, the emptiness and the desertion,
before we recognise the emptiness as a gift – as gift of pure love
from the God who comes to us in the darkness of despair, even
though, like Mary, we fail to recognise him.

But God shatters the darkness and despair as he calls us by name.
‘Mary!’ ‘Rabboni!’.

O Christ, my Lord, again and again I have said with Mary
Magdalene, ‘They have taken away my Lord and I know not where
they have laid him.’ I have been desolate and alone. And thou has
found me again, and I know that what has died is not thou, my Lord,
but only my idea of thee, the image which I have made to preserve
what I have found, and to be my security. I shall make another
image, O Lord, better than the last. That too must go, and all
successive images, until I come to the blessed vision of thyself, O
Christ, my Lord.
(George Appleton)

Anne Pilkington
Christ Church and St Christopher
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