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The Lenten Journey
Ecumenical Reflections on Scripture for Lent 2010

Welcome to the second year of the Didsbury Ecumenical Lenten
Booklet. We have a new partner church, Didsbury Community
Church of the Nazarene, working with us, and we welcome their
contributions in this edition.

It’s a wonderful opportunity to hear how God is ‘moving’ in the
churches in Didsbury, through reflection and prayer.

‘Moving’ . . . God moving, creating and energizing people into
working as one cohesive community!

‘Moving’ . . . This means that we are not static, and that as we move,
we observe the world around us. A world in which we can reflect on
God’s created earth; on the many disciples of Christ around us and
gain strength from knowing we are not alone as we bathe in the
Spirit’s presence.

This year, the theme for our booklet is ‘Lenten Journey’. Life has
many twists and turns and it’s good to be aware and know that we
journey with others, our friends, strangers who become friends, and
friends we have yet to meet.

May I thank all the contributors in this year’s booklet, for their
reflections, poems and meditations. It is uplifting to know that this
Lent we walk together as Christians, and people of God. All the
clergy from Churches working together in Didsbury send their
greetings and blessings to all who read this booklet.

Yours in Christ,

The Revd Ruth Dillon
for the ministers of churches working together in Didsbury
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Wednesday 17 February, Ash Wednesday Matthew 6.1–6

Acts of charity and acts of devotion are bracketed in this passage,
with parallel warnings about the danger of doing things to impress
others, rather than for their own sake.  When we engage in an act of
charity, or of simple kindness, there is always the temptation of
being too aware of how our good deed appears to others, which
actually detracts from the simple goodness of the act.

Similarly, when we pray, we are encouraged by Jesus to do this in
private, in our own room, far away from the public side of our life.  It
is as though, if we have one eye on the impression we are making on
other people – or even if we fall into the temptation of
congratulating ourselves on our own devotion – we actually miss the
essential meaning and benefit of prayer.

Private prayer is God’s chance to draw close to us in order to give us
something of Himself. This will not necessarily come to us as a
feeling, nor as a message or inspiration, though sometimes this
occurs; rather, it is enough that we make time and space in our lives
for God, to allow Him the opportunity to work within us.

Dear Father, we know that you are always with us.  Help us to make
a space in our lives to draw near to you, especially during this time of
Lent. May we set aside our everyday lives and spend a few minutes
in prayer, so that you may speak to us.  Amen.

Mary Morris
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Thursday 18 FebruaryPsalm 1

‘Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or
take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers’

In this Psalm, the ways of the righteous and the wicked are
compared. The righteous can have peace because a loving God in
heaven knows their way, and will protect and preserve them.

This verse tells us how to become really blessed. A man or woman
can be blessed in many different ways e.g. the fellowship of like-
minded people or undergoing tasks in the community. It is
challenging when we see people abuse God’s Blessing and become
selfish, self-centred, and hard-hearted, and as the Psalm says ‘they
will be blown away like chaff’.

The theme of righteousness against evil starts in verse 1 and is
repeated frequently during the Book of Psalms, and throughout the
Gospels. As we are human beings, we often become selfish by the
way we think and act. In the worship of the Church we pray for
forgiveness and find help to overcome these human traits. As
Christians, following the advice above should enable us to lead good
lives and set a good example to others of how to live.

Bless us, gracious God
When we become selfish and self centred
When we have been led astray by those who tempt us,
lingered among those who cannot accept your love
and who scoff at your goodness.
Lord you say ‘your sins are now forgiven’
however you also say ‘come now and follow me’
Thanks be to God.

Chris & Ann Webb
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Friday 19 February Matthew 9:22–25

A few weeks ago, we looked at Matthew 9 during college time at
Northern College. In particular, we focused on verses 18–26, where
Jesus first heals a woman suffering from haemorrhages and then a
dying girl. Here are some things that really struck me when we
talked about this passage in a group:

Both stories are stories of healing. A woman had suffered for twelve
years before she met Jesus, touched him, and was finally healed.
Twelve years of suffering – that seems an awfully long time! The
other part of the story is about a young girl who is ill and already
dying while Jesus is on his way. This girl is only twelve years old –
what a short time she had lived for!

Healing… Some thoughts:
How do we think about healing today?
Does healing always need to be physical healing?
The two stories described by Matthew are both stories of dramatic,
life-changing healings! Have we ever experienced anything like that?
Have we seen healing on a smaller scale in our own lives, or in the
lives of people we know?
Where do we need healing in our world today?
Where do we need healing in our lives today?
Does our faith have the power to heal us?

LORD GOD, you are my comfort in times of trouble. You know my
deepest thoughts – my worries, my fears as well as my gratitude.
Help me this Lent to see the brokenness in my own life and in the
world around me and give me the courage and the faith to bear the
light of your love and inspire me to share it with those in need!
AMEN

Dorothee Büürma
Theology Student on placement at Didsbury URC
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Saturday 20 FebruaryLuke 5.27–32

Nobody likes paying taxes. In the Roman Empire, tax collection was
farmed out to private enterprise. Businesses bought the right to
collect taxes from the government, and kept what they could get.
In modern terms, they were ‘franchises’ and some became very
wealthy. Pharisees were among the most observant and devout of
the Jews. Tax Collectors represented the hated occupying powers.
Luke illustrates elsewhere the rapacity of the tax collectors, and the
self-satisfaction of the Pharisees.

Why did Jesus go to Levi’s banquet rather than talk with the
Pharisees?

We are told not what he said to Levi and his guests, but that he
called sinners rather than the righteous. Though we may not be as
bad as Levi’s friends, nor as good as the Pharisees, we are all sinners
in need of God’s Grace. We should not despise those who may be
worse than ourselves, nor despair because we are not up to those
who are better. And when we pay our taxes, we give to Caesar his
due; when we offer our work and our money to the church, or to
charity, we give God his own.

Lord Jesus
we pray that you will come into our lives
as you did into Levi’s.
Show us where we have gone wrong
and help us to make amend.
Keep us from excusing the faults that tempt us,
but condemning those that that do not.
All this we ask in your name,
Amen.

  Eric Watson
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Sunday 21 February Luke 4.1–13

‘Jesus was about 30 years old when he began his ministry.’

What did he think of between the ages of twelve, ‘I must be about
my Father’s business’, and thirty, before a public baptism? What did
he do to prepare himself? Whatever it was, it built him up to deal
with the temptations related here. The Holy Spirit led him into the
desert. It was a deliberate testing. The devil did not entice him there
and Jesus showed no fear of him. The desert was a very testing
place. There is nothing to distract you from your decisions. Here
your weaknesses and your strengths are revealed. Of course Jesus
was hungry. He was a human being. And that led to the first
temptation.

The second temptation was to seek political power. Jesus’ answer
recalls ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my followers
would fight.’

For the third test the devil repeats what he subtly suggested at the
first one, ‘If . . . you are the son of God . . .’ How tempting to say to
God while doing something before the crowds that was showy and
unnecessary, ‘Show your power and that I can call upon it. Prove it
to them all.’ But Jesus replied that he was there to be tested, not to
test God.

Having given firm and resolute answers, Jesus returned home with
great spiritual strength, to start his open ministry of teaching,
challenging and healing.

O Lord, may we be firm and resolute as we face our temptations,
that your will may be done, in your way.

Roger Tomes
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Monday 22 FebruaryMatthew 25.31–46

Having lived in Botswana for some time, I often saw flocks of sheep
and goats being driven to their kraal for the night. The fascinating
thing is that they were all together. Not much difference in their
appearance as African sheep don’t have the woolly coats that are
needed in a cold climate. An inexperienced person would find it hard
to divide the sheep from the goats.

In this parable which Jesus told to the disciples just before his
passion God has no difficulty in seeing the difference between the
sheep and the goats! And both are surprised by what he says! The
‘sheep’ are those who show compassion to human need. Their
action comes from their love of Christ. And their surprise is that in
doing so they are doing it for Christ himself.

Those on the left hand were also confronted by people in need, but
because they were busy with other things or because such actions
would not gain them the praise or publicity they craved, they did not
respond. Hence, they were also surprised by what Jesus said to
them.

Two things stand out. First, Christ comes to us in the form of people
in need and in helping them we are helping Christ. As the wounded
soldier said to Florence Nightingale, ‘you are Christ to me.’ Secondly,
those who are placed at God’s right hand are those who are quite
unselfconscious of the help they were giving. In other words, they
didn’t earn salvation by doing good.

Lord, give us eyes to see you in the need of those around us and help
us make time to respond to meeting that need in whatever way we
can.

Myrtle McKelvey
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Tuesday 23 February Polycarp Matthew 9.20–25

In the UK a woman bleeding can usually obtain simple free medical
treatment to resolve the problem. However at the time of Christ a
bleeding disorder was untreatable and the woman was deemed to
be unclean. She would be an outcaste. Anyone even touching her
would also be unclean. She would have been totally isolated.

Isolation is one of the cruellest states human beings can experience.

Today in the developing world many women still experience
bleeding and trauma in childbirth due to obstructed labour which
can result in fistulae. These women constantly leak urine or faeces.
Frequently they are shunned, divorced or abandoned. In some
cultures they are considered spiritually unclean. They are unable to
pray. They feel isolated from God’s love. If they could access medical
care these problems could be prevented.

This passage also demonstrates one woman’s strength of belief and
the miracle that resulted when she acted on her faith, reached out
and touched Jesus.

Dear God, we thank you for the safety, security and wealth of our
lives here in the UK. We pray for all those who feel outcast or
isolated. Help us to provide for those who have so little in other
countries. Strengthen our belief in your power. Amen

Fiona Reid
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Ember Day, Wednesday 24 FebruaryJonah 3

If you have ever been in the stands at a football game; in the crowd
at a tennis match; standing on the sidelines of an athletics meet; or
a spectator at any sports event then you’ll know what I mean when I
say the atmosphere is absorbing. Even watching a sports event on
TV can get you caught up in the moment, cheering the athlete on to
run faster, hit harder, or shoot more accurately. The intensity and
the passion overflow from the field of action to the people
watching.

These days there are not many things people truly get passionate
about. In Jonah 3.8b we hear the king say “Let everyone call urgently
on God.” The king realises the urgency that God calls for and
instantly decrees a time of fasting and prayer. I admire the passion
with which the king and accordingly the people respond with. The
result is God’s compassion being stirred. In this instant we see God’s
compassion coming in response to His people’s passion.

At Lent it gives us the opportunity to seek God passionately. I
wonder what could happen if God’s people got passionate about His
name in the same way that the crowds at a sports event get
absorbed in the intensity of the moment.

Shout with joy to God, all the earth (Psalm 66:1)

Graham Meiklejohn
Didsbury Community Church
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Thursday 25 February Matthew 7.7–12

Are you like me? I set off on a car journey knowing exactly where I
am going, what roads to take, how long it will last, until . . . I hit a
diversion, or take the wrong turn through confusing signs, and I end
up lost! My wife will say, “why don’t you ask someone the right
way?” I carry on a few miles, thinking we’ll find the right road in a
minute (I’m sure it’s a ‘man’ thing!), but eventually I have to admit
defeat, and stop the car to ask someone. It is amazing how, at this
point, there is no-one about, and I have to walk around to try and
find somebody, and I nearly always end up knocking on the door of
the nearest house, and with profuse apologies, ask the homeowner
the way!

As we read today’s passage, we are reminded prayer is a bit like
being lost on a journey, and Jesus reminds us here, most of the time,
we only have to ask and our prayer will be answered. There are
however some occasions when we need to be a bit more persistent
in prayer, and seek God over a period, in order for our prayers to be
answered. But, there are other types of prayer where we know the
answer is not going to be easy, the desperate prayers, and in these
cases, it is necessary to bang on the ‘doors of heaven’ and plead
with God.

We are re-assured though, just as we wouldn’t see a close member
of our family go without, so God will meet our needs when we ask.

“Ask and it shall be given unto you,
Seek and ye shall find.
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you,
Hallelu, hallelujah!” (Karen Lafferty)

Dennis Braham
Didsbury Community Church of the Nazarene
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Friday 26 FebruaryMatthew 5.20–26

‘Don’t get angry’; ‘Don’t insult one another’.

As I write this I’m getting ready to take a group of sixth form
students to Switzerland. Trying to get students to pay in full,
arranging visas for foreign students at short notice and all the hassle
of trying to run a school trip. After one phone call, I just had to
dump it all on my bemused colleague, who I might add, accepted it
with good grace. And then I get the email asking me to do a
devotion on this passage. Talk about timing.

Well I was glad to learn that it’s not a complete ban on anger, after
all Jesus himself gets angry (see Mark 3:1-5). But that doesn’t mean
we can just write it off and say Jesus didn’t really mean it either. Are
we the kind of person who flies of the handle at the slightest
possible excuse, or do we harbour a smouldering anger that eats
away at us as we appear calm to those around us? It’s all about the
way we behave with others. Jesus calls for us to be the kind of
person that values and cultivates our friendships with others.
Rather than getting annoyed or plotting revenge, Jesus calls for us to
forgive and be reconciled. Are our friends not more important than
any of the things that we get angry about?

(By the way, Jesus says “Yes they are,” in case you were wondering.
It’s worth looking at Mark 3 to see what Jesus did when got angry.)
Lord, help me be the kind of person who values others enough to
learn how to deal with my anger.

David Petticrew
Didsbury Community Church of the Nazarene
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Saturday 27 February, George Herbert Matthew 5.43–48

‘Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.’

‘Be perfect’ is a tough command, especially when it is qualified with
‘as your Father is perfect.’  Our view of perfect is a sort of
infallibility, something that we do not see in our experiences.  And
when we speak of God’s perfection, it is something that seems far
away and unattainable.  Thankfully, the author of Matthew gives us
a clue to what it means.  He says that we are to love even our
enemies, so that we may be seen as children of our Father in
heaven.  Is this perfect love the reflection we are to show of our
Father to the world?

There is no credit in loving only your family or friends, or those who
are kind to you.  How is that any different than the world?  Be
perfect as your Father is perfect, and let His love shine through you
to even those who are against you.  And take time to be thankful
that God’s perfect love reached to you even whilst you were still an
enemy to him.

Loving God,
Thank you for loving me, even before I loved you.
Give me the strength and ability to love each one as
You do in your perfect love.
Amen.

Michael Watson
Didsbury Community Church of the Nazarene
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Sunday 28 FebruaryLuke 13.31–35

‘…how often I have longed to gather you’ (v. 34)

Jesus was a frequent visitor to Jerusalem. As a Jewish pilgrim he
would have been present for the major festivals and pilgrimages. On
one such occasion (not the Palm Sunday triumphal entrance which
comes later in Luke 19) Jesus entered into the city only to be moved
deeply by a premonition of the rejection He will face when He
comes back to the city in the not too distance future.

Having come to save His people, He laments that the religious
leaders will not embrace the One God had sent to save them.
Instead they will kill him as they did the prophets before him.  The
consequences for them would be profound and devastating and a
cause of anguish for those in Israel that will embrace Jesus
ultimately (see Romans 8–11).

This incident, known as the lament of Jesus, is a sad episode in the
Gospel story. How Jesus longs with all His heart to embrace His
people as a mother hen gathers her chicks, but to no avail. And yet
the rejection of Messiah will become God’s means though which the
salvation of all people will come. In this season of Lent we are still
faced with the choice to embrace or reject Jesus Messiah. He calls
out to us with loving words of hope extending His hand of blessing
and friendship.  Will we accept His invitation or turn Him away?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
(Isaac Watts)

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church of the Nazarene
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Monday 1 March, David, Bishop and Patron of Wales Luke 6.36–38

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Jesus had a way of making every word count. Sometimes his
shortest sayings are the most profound of all. In these verses Jesus
calls us to reject two negatives and embrace two positives.

First the negatives! “Do not judge”. The main idea here is to
recognize that because we are all in need of the mercy of God we
should not pronounce judgements on others. Judgement is God’s
business because only He can do it fairly. If we point out the speck in
other people’s eyes we might fail to see the plank in our own (Matt
7.3–5). “Do not condemn”. This flows from the first negative. Once
you judge and find someone guilty you must condemn and punish.
Judgement leads to punishment. So if God alone is Judge then
judgment belongs to him.

Now the positives! “Forgive and you will be forgiven.” The opposite
of judging is forgiving. Forgiveness is costly and difficulty but
ultimately releases others from the debts they owe us and usually
releases us too.

“Give and it will be given to you.” Jesus says that when we resemble
the Father’s heart and recognize our own indebtedness to His
mercy, then we will want in turn to be filled with the overflow of
God’s mercy towards others. Such a heart will overflow with God’s
immeasurable mercy.

Lord rather than judging and condemning help me to give and
forgive.

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church of the Nazarene
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Chad, Missionary and Bishop, Tuesday 2 MarchMatthew 23.1–12

Moses the law-giver sat in judgement for the people of God during
their wanderings in the wilderness, and interpreted God’s laws (Ex.
18.13–16).

The scribes and the Pharisees taught the law and instructed the
Jews during the time of Jesus. However, many of them did not live
according to their teaching. They wanted to be seen to be impor-
tant. So they dressed to impress, enjoyed the most important seats
at banquets and in the synagogue, and loved to be called ‘Rabbi’.
Meanwhile they put burdens on other people.  Were these the
keeping of laws and rituals? Whatever they were, the scribes and
Pharisees were not willing to help with them. Jesus taught that their
teaching was to be obeyed but their selfishness was not to be cop-
ied.

What does all this mean for us? You have one Master /  teacher /
Rabbi and you are all brothers/students.; you have one Father –
should we really not call anyone father?  We all have, or have had,
an earthly father. You have one instructor/teacher. Does this mean
that we should not teach or learn from other people? Surely what
Jesus is saying here is that we should not put anyone else in the
place of God – especially not ourselves. We should not seek titles or
positions of importance. What is our motivation for what we do? Is
it to obey God, to serve others – or to be seen to be busy and impor-
tant?

Father God please help me
Not to seek to be important, not to seek to be humble,
But to seek to obey you, to learn from Jesus,
And to serve others with the help of your Spirit.

Nicky Jackson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Wednesday 3 March Matthew 20.17–28

It seems there is nothing new in the idea of a pushy mother. The
mother of James and John is the ultimate in pushy mothers asking
Jesus to reserve a place for her two sons at his right and left hands
in the Kingdom of Heaven. Had she really been listening earlier on
where Jesus explains to his disciples that he will be betrayed,
mocked, flogged and crucified?

You can imagine the huge argument when the other disciples heard
of James and John’s attempt to ‘bagsy’ the best places. The cries of
indignation, and ‘it’s not fair’. We have probably all witnessed
similar situations with groups of children, (or adults), and have
probably done it ourselves. It seems to be within our human nature
to look out for number one. But that is the point, we need to put our
human nature aside and try to live with a godly nature. Sometimes
this may seem alien to our perceived wisdom.

Parents naturally want the best for their children. We are keen that
they do well at school, get good qualifications and a good job. Do we
always know what is best for our children? “For my thoughts are not
your thoughts neither are your ways my ways”, declares the Lord –
Isaiah 55:8.

Often it is hard to see God’s bigger picture for our lives. What may
seem foolish to us may be the whole big point for God! I don’t
believe it is wrong to be ambitious, to strive towards a goal, but it is
important not to be ruthlessly ambitious and to ensure that we are
striving towards the correct goal!

Dear Lord, help us to live our lives with a godly ambition and teach
our children your priorities and not the world’s; Amen.

Cath Elliott
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Thursday 4 MarchLuke 16.19–31

Parables do not bestow names on their characters except in the case
of the poor man, Lazarus. The name means ‘God helps’ or ‘God has
helped’. It is a strange name for a destitute beggar. It reminds me of
the three-legged, one-eyed dog that answers to the name, ‘lucky’.
‘God helps’; well, you wouldn’t think so by looking at Lazarus. Yet,
ultimately, he is the one welcomed and blessed by God while the
rich man is turned empty away.

Lazarus does nothing to deserve God’s favour. He is not described as
virtuous in any way; just poor. Neither is the rich man described as
evil; just rich. Yet the rich man’s actions (or lack of them) show him
to be self-centred, unconcerned for others, haughty, and uncaring.
His sins are those of omission. He sees Lazarus ever before him but
refuses to help him.

The rich man seems to think that if he had more information or if he
had known more about future judgement and eternal destiny he
would have done differently. The parable suggests otherwise. The
threat of punishment does not make people good; it only makes
them careful. The rich man needed an authentic change of heart.
God had helped him and blessed him but the rich man acted as
though he was the source of his own success, as if his wealth was his
by right.

In world terms, we are the rich. Lazarus is everywhere around us.

Loving God, our help and salvation; we thank you for all you have
freely given to us. Grant us generous hearts that we might give freely
to others  and wisdom that we might know how, when, where we
might make a difference. Amen.

Robert Parkinson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Friday 5 March Matthew 21.33–43, 45–46

The collision with Jesus’ dynamic view of faith had begun long ago.
John had come calling for repentance and out into the desert they
had gone, religious leaders and people alike where their hearts had
warmed within them. But the leaders and the people together were
dragging such a weight of religion with them. They could fit what
they saw with what they expected, but its implications for the
golden Temple worship of the God of Abraham were huge. Too
huge.

The vine was a metaphor for the chosen people. Jesus employed it
in direct attack on the religious leadership. Yes the people saw the
injustice about them every day. They saw the money-making devices
that abused the poor. It’s not so different now in cities world-wide.
But in and around the heart of their religion in this holiest time of
the year? It was profoundly offensive. The Temple leadership was
the best organised to keep a lid on trouble, to control trouble-
makers and to secure their religious position viz a viz the occupying
power. But the masses who had gathered perhaps missed how
deeply they were implicated. Jesus uses the collision between his
view of the world and the crushing oppression of Temple worship to
add fire to the hostility that will take him to Golgotha and it still
provides a challenge for our hearts.

In whatever Christian tradition we stand, we have the task of trying
to discern the mind of Christ for us as individuals, as congregations
and as churches. In a world of 3600 churches this is no mean task.
There is no escaping the calling, what must I as a Christian do? And
using this Jesus standard remains our best judge of our religious
practice.

F. Roy Jones
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Saturday 6 MarchLuke 15.1–3, 11–31

This is arguably the most well known of all the stories Jesus told. His
words were directed at the religious leaders who were offended by
his association with those they considered to be sinners and,
therefore, beyond redemption.

The youngest son chooses to go his own way. He wants to be free to
live as he pleases, to be independent and beyond the reach of his
father. It is only when things go wrong and he hits rock bottom that
he comes to his senses.

Although we are not actually told so, it is evident that the son's
father had been watching and waiting for him to return all the time
he had been away for "while he was still a long way off" he saw him,
ran to him and threw his arms around him, in that one gesture
forgiving him unconditionally. William Barclay said that the story
should have been called the Parable of the Loving Father, because it
tells us rather about a father's love than a son's sin. As we look
closer at the image of the boy's father, we will begin to see a clear
and wonderful picture of God the Father – the God who, when we
choose to go our own way, watches and waits patiently for us to
come to our senses and forgives us unconditionally. (Psalm 103 says
it much better than I can!)

But let us not forget the older brother. His father assures him of his
love for him. But this son's bitterness, resentment and inability to
forgive causes him to be just as lost as his brother was – but he
doesn't realise it. In the prayer which Jesus gave us we ask God to
forgive our sins as we forgive others. We cannot experience and
appreciate God's loving forgiveness unless we ourselves are
prepared to love and forgive.

Jean Bridson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Sunday 7 March Luke 13.1–9

The Roman governor had killed some Galilean pilgrims visiting
Jerusalem to take part in a festival in the Temple. In another
incident, eighteen people had been crushed when a tower
collapsed. In the news every day, just now, there are accounts of
people crushed in the widespread collapse of buildings during the
earthquake in Haiti.

We once knew a family who had a disabled daughter. They were not
Christians but knew some Christians, one of whom told them that
they must have sinned in some way, to have such a daughter born
to them. Readers will no doubt be horrified by such insensitivity and
bad theology. Yet, do we ever catch ourselves feeling, to some
extent, that people caught up in suffering and disaster, whether
man-made or natural, might have something morally wrong with
them? We all have various mechanisms by which we cope with living
in a world where there is constant news of tragedy. Surely one such
mechanism which is fairly common is to distance ourselves from the
victims by means of some sort of moral judgement?

Jesus will have none of this. He turns the focus of our moral
assessment back onto each of ourselves. During Lent, we need to lay
aside consideration of the supposed faults of others and take time
to consider ourselves. Are there things of which we should be
repenting? How could our lives be more fruitful for God?

Lord, help me to turn aside from assessing other people and take
some time to assess myself. Show me where there are areas in which
I ought to repent and start afresh. Show me where there areas in
which you call me into a new fruitfulness in my walk with you.

Peter Oakes
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Edward, King and Bishop, Monday 8 MarchLuke 4.24–30

Our home and family can be one of the hardest of places to live a
life of faithfulness to God. They know us too well there. Our masks
slip off. We can really be ourselves, so any pretense is quickly seen
through. Our family and homes shape us. It is there that we learn
appropriate ways of behaviour, and language, and values to live by.
We learn ways of looking at the world and other people. These may
not always turn out to be good. We pick up prejudices at home.

Jesus was, at first, welcomed as a preacher in the home synagogue.
The congregation we surprised at the carpenter’s son and then
impressed. He spoke well. Local boy seems to be making good. But
when the message became uncomfortable they turned against the
preacher.

Jesus acknowledges the problem. The locals want him to perform as
he allegedly has elsewhere. So he begins to preach but they don’t
like this message. He points out that the God they have come to
worship does not limit himself to their interests, to “people like us”.
God is not parochial, like the congregation. Jesus reminds them of
stories in their faith tradition of God caring for gentiles, outsiders.
The results of the word of the Lord coming true in their hearing is
not what they expect. And the congregation didn’t like it. Their
prejudices were being pricked. It’s time to take Jesus off the
preaching plan. But is what we like the same as what God wants?

Living God, give our preachers gospel courage. And give us ears to
hear not only what pleases us but what you urgently want us to
receive. Save us from our prejudices. Open our minds to your
sometimes disturbing word.

Brian Haymes
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Tuesday 9 March Matthew 18.21–end

‘Do you forgive him?’ How often have we heard a journalist ask this?
A child has been murdered, or a boyfriend killed in a bomb blast.
And then, especially if the victim is a Christian, a microphone is
thrust forward: “Do you forgive him?”

Does forgiveness mean, “Never mind, it doesn’t matter.” Does it
mean, “The wrong done is not worth bothering about, the pain
suffered, the humanity of the victim, none of this is of any great
importance?” If that is what forgiveness means, then do not forgive.
In the face of great evil or great suffering, that is a denial of justice.

Christian forgiveness is seen on the cross. God the Son, Mary’s child,
tortured to death. This is how serious sin is, how serious evil done to
fellow men, women and children is. Evil does matter, it matters very
much, so much that it nailed Jesus to the cross. And it was from that
cross that Jesus said, “Father, forgive.”

True forgiveness names evil for what it is, acknowledges the
suffering of victims, their humanity and their worth. Then, and only
then, it says to both victim and wrongdoer, you are more than this
wrong. It need not imprison you for ever. There can be something
beyond it. There may be consequences and perhaps punishment to
face, but hope is not extinguished. Beyond the hurt, there lies the
possibility of change and salvation, even of generosity to others
through the experience of your own need for forgiveness.

Jesus our saviour, our sins brought you to the cross. May our
gratitude for the forgiveness we have received overflow in
compassion for victims and in zeal for justice, that we may with
integrity proclaim your gospel of forgiveness to all. Amen.

Gordon James
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Wednesday 10 MarchMatthew 5.17–19

I think it is important to read these verses in context. The chapter
begins with the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is teaching the
multitude about the deeds which are pleasing to God. He exhorts
them to let their good works inspire others. He assures them that he
has not come to destroy the law of Moses, nor to cast doubt on the
teaching of the prophets with which they are familiar from the Old
Testament, but his teaching goes further. The Ten Commandments
forbid murder, but he condemns anyone who is angry without good
reason. The Law of Moses preaches that an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth is justified, but Jesus tells us that we must love our
enemies and do good to those who hate us.

It is important to obey the law, but Christians must do more than
this. It is not enough merely to refrain from doing harm: we are
expected positively to do good. Sticking to the letter of the law is
not enough. The self-satisfied Pharisee was content that he obeyed
the law, but Jesus praised the sinner who acknowledged his fault
and prayed for forgiveness. Today we should try to examine our own
conscience. Are we smug? Do we judge others? We may give a kind
word to someone who has hurt us, a donation to a charity for the
outcasts of society, or make allowances for people who are making
our life difficult.

Diana Kloss
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Thursday 11 March Luke 11.14–23

In the New Revised Standard Version this passage is entitled 'Jesus
and Beelzebub’. It begins by saying that the crowds were amazed
when Jesus cast out a demon. Then came the controversy which
often followed Jesus during his ministry. Some of the people
thought Jesus' power came from the ruler of demons.

In our 21st century mind we can often feel uncomfortable with some
of the scripture passages which refer to demons. Certainly many of
the diseases which were prevalent in first century Palestine have
now been cured by modern medicines and some psychiatric
illnesses can be controlled with medication. But this does not mean
that demon possession has completely disappeared from society. It
is not something which we come across on a daily basis but it does
exist. Jesus had a deliverance ministry and he passed this ministry
on to the Apostles. This ministry continues today through the
church.

We cannot blame every evil on the devil, human beings have to be
responsible for their actions. However, there is a power of evil which
tries to pull us away from following Christ and deepening our
relationship with God the Father. 'Whoever is not with me is against
me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.' We cannot sit
on the fence where Jesus is concerned. We have a decision to make
every day to follow him or to go the way of self or ego. Jesus calls us
to himself to journey with him into the Father's presence.

Lord Jesus,
you call us into relationship with you. Thank you for the path you
have trodden. Help us to follow in your footsteps, to pray for more
labourers to work in the harvest fields of the world.
Amen.

Barbra Malone
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Friday 12 MarchMark 12.28–34

Familiarity with this passage might lead us to think only of its
obvious lesson – that our love of God must be seen in the way we
live our lives. It’s worth noting though that the conversation with
the scribe was the last of a series. The others, with the Priests,
Pharisees and Sadducees involved aggressive questioning whereas
this passage involves a more sympathetic question. (Listeners of the
Radio 4 Today programme or viewers of Newsnight will appreciate
the difference!) So let’s reflect on any or all of the following:

 How much are we prepared to discuss with others the detail
of our faith and how clear are we in the first place as to what
we believe?

 Given that ‘Love of Neighbour’ is common to many religions
– it is known as the Golden Rule – how prepared are we to
discuss not just what it means to us as Christians but also to
find the common ground with those of  other faith
backgrounds? Do we question aggressively or
sympathetically?

 Do the trappings of our worship help or hinder God’s
expression through us of His love for all people?

Dear Father, help us to love you. Grant us such a true understanding
of your love for all people that it will be reflected in all aspects of our
lives so that as we enter our Church buildings to worship You we may
depart from them to serve You in the name of  Christ. Amen

Mike Evans
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Saturday 13 March Luke 18.9–14

Religious observance, e.g. giving, fasting etc., is something we take
seriously during Lent.  It is important, not for its own sake, but as an
aid to prayer, discipleship and a daily life that bears witness to God’s
love.

In this parable, Jesus contrasted two people’s religious lifestyles and
attempts at prayer.  The Pharisee, as some translations put it, ‘stood
and prayed thus with himself’.  He was focussed on himself and his
outward religious practice, and was not really praying to God at all.
The Tax Collector, on the other hand, focussed on God, acknowledg-
ing himself as the sinner and pleading for mercy.  Whatever the real-
ities of his lifestyle, this man was genuinely praying.

Following the story is Jesus’ comment – that those who humble
themselves will be exalted.  Humility is not a quality that we can set
out to achieve.  It is essentially unselfconscious.  It comes as a by-
product of focussing on God and therefore of recognising ourselves
as we are, in need of God’s mercy.

Lord, have mercy,
and give me grace to live each day
in the light of your love for all people.  Amen.

Mary Dicker
Christ Church and St. Christopher
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Mothering Sunday, Sunday 14 MarchLuke 15.1–3, 11b–end

The Song of Anselm

Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you:
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children;

Often you weep over our sins and our pride:
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement.

You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds:
in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us.

Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life:
by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy

Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness:
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear.

Your warmth gives life to the dead:
your touch makes sinners righteous.

Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us:
in your love and tenderness remake us.

In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness:
for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us.

God of love, passionate and strong,
tender and careful:
watch over us and hold us all the days of our life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Anne Pilkington
Christ Church and St. Christopher
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Monday 15 March John 4.43–end

I wondered about the royal official in this passage, obvioulsy a
wealthy man who would probably have had the best physicians to
care for his son. Did he travel the 20 miles to Cana from Capenaeum
with a strong belief that Jesus would heal his son or was he just
hopeful? We have this high powered official seeking out a
carpenter’s son for help.

He would have heard of the miracle of the water being turned into
wine at the wedding feast on Jesus’ last visit to Cana and all that he
had been doing in Jerusalem. He asked Jesus to come to his home
and help his dying son. Jesus replied ‘Unless you see signs and
wonders, you will  not believe’.  Was this a slight rebuke to the
listening crowd or was he testing the man’s belief?  The official
begged Jesus again to come and heal his son whereupon Jesus told
him to go, his son was healed. He did not get annoyed or argue or
plead with Jesus but just obeyed because he believed.

On his way home his faith was strengthened further when his
servants met him and told him his son was healed, and he
discovered that it was at the exact time that Jesus had uttered the
words.

We do not only have to believe that Jesus can help us but we need
to act as if  he can just as the official did when he obeyed Jesus.  Also
from this passage we learn that distance is not a barrier to Jesus’
powers, no matter how far away we are from him, he can still help
us and answer our prayers.

Lord Jesus, give us the courage to surrender our doubts and fears to
your unfailing love.

Jean Weaving
Christ Church and St Christopher
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Tuesday 16 MarchJohn 5.1–16

The story of Jesus healing the paralysed man at the pool of
Bethsaida on the Sabbath paints a picture of a man who is deeply
alone (in a crowd of festival goers) and who has had no family or
friends to help him for 38 years. It shows how suffering, sickness and
weakness can isolate people! Even in his small world, amongst
others around the healing pool, there is always someone before
him. Those stronger and quicker get to the pool first and he misses
out. How much does this mirror our society today, when it is the
weak, poor and powerless who lose out over and over again.

Yet, this story also paints a picture of hope because it speaks of the
way in which, in Christ, the barriers that keep people apart from
each other and from God are overcome. We all know people whose
illness cuts them off from families and friends and has dramatically
changed their way of life: the person whose sudden illness has left
them unable to carry out their duties at church, the person who has
been housebound for many years due to poor mobility, the person
with mental health problems, the man who drinks too much after
losing his job, and the elderly person who has Alzheimer’s Disease.
These are people we tend to avoid, and who feel lonely and cut off
from society.

But Jesus does not ignore them. He sees people’s strengths and
weaknesses and cuts through stereotypes and prejudices to meet
them in their need. This man at the pool shows no evidence of faith;
in fact it seems that he didn’t even know who Jesus was. Jesus’ act
of healing is pure grace - it is pure gift. Jesus shows that no-one is
beyond his reach. The greater the need, the greater the opportunity
to demonstrate God’s love.

Michelle Brocklehurst
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Wednesday 17 March, Patrick John 5.17–30

Our present passage follows the story of the healing of the paralytic
at the Pool of Bethesda. The healing took place on the Sabbath and
this angered ‘the Jews’* who believed that Jesus was breaking the
Sabbath law forbidding work. Jesus angered them still further by
claiming that God was his Father, making himself equal to God (v.
17, 18). The Jews were so angry that they planned to kill Jesus.

Two important points stand out in our present passage:  Jesus points
out that God never ceases to work for our good each day – even on
the Sabbath. Jesus is doing the same, healing and giving life. Jesus
promises eternal life to all who believe in him. Indeed, the great
promise is that all true believers already have eternal life. It is not
only a promise for the future but for the here and now. John uses
the phrase ‘eternal life’ to replace the more familiar ‘Kingdom of
God’ used in the other three gospels. Both mean exactly the same.
Our author is the only evangelist to define eternal life: “And this is
eternal life, that they know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom thou hast sent” (John 17.3).

Today, as we journey through Lent, we are reminded of Jesus’
rejection and also of the challenge to us to stand firm in times of
opposition remembering that God puts his trust in us to continue his
work.

Help me to experience the wonder and joy of eternal life today and
to remain faithful to you in all things.

* When John refers to ‘the Jews’ he is not being anti-Semitic but is referring to
Jewish rulers and not the whole nation. The other gospels do not use this term but
refer to Pharisees and Sadducees etc as the enemies of Jesus.

Pauline Giles
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Cyril, Bishop, Thursday 18 MarchJohn 5.31-end

Why don’t I see it, grumbled the blind one
Why won’t I hear it, whined the deaf one
Why can’t I kick it, complained the wheelchair-bound

Why, it’s not there, they agreed

How can I believe it, pondered the philosopher
How do I use it, queried the lawyer
How much is it, worried the accountant

How difficult it all is, deduced the scientists

What then shall we do, we doubted
What now, we despaired
What is the truth, we demanded

Believe me, whispered the witness

Paul Johnson
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Friday 19 March, Joseph of Nazareth Matthew 1.18-end

Matthew places Joseph centre stage in his nativity story. It is
Joseph’s genealogy we read before it and Joseph’s role in the story
that Matthew focuses on. Yet, we insist on using Luke’s account of
Jesus’ birth, putting Mary in the spot-light, so Joseph has become
something of a redundant husband, a bit part in the grand scheme
of things, especially as he quickly disappears from the picture
entirely.

Jesus made it clear there is no place in his Kingdom for people like
the Joseph we have created; people who stand on the sidelines, hide
in the shadows, never getting truly involved in the production.
‘Anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of
me’, says Jesus. Matthew’s Joseph is far from the insignificant
character we’ve made him. His is a man of conviction and great
courage. A ‘righteous man’ is how he is described. Someone who
sets aside his own sense of respectability and is willing to take on
public disgrace at God’s request. Joseph sets his own needs aside so
that God can bring about his promises.

Many are called to be ‘Josephs’, always in the chorus, never a
soloist, quietly supporting the main singers. Jesus needs ‘Josephs’,
willing to set respectability aside, prepared to be associated with the
One who suffered a criminal’s disgraceful death outside the city
gates. Followers prepared to take risks for the sake of his Kingdom,
ready to stand up to be counted. Have you got what it takes to be a
“Joseph”?

Lord, when I am most comfortable in the background, give me the
courage still to take your side rather than going along with the
crowd. Amen.

Anne Wilde
East Didsbury Methodist Church
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Cuthbert, Bishop and Missionary, Saturday 20 MarchJohn 7.40–52

The question of who Jesus is leads to all sorts of talk and actions.
The Pharisees sent the Temple Police to arrest Jesus after they had
heard some of the crowd saying that he was the Messiah. They
come back without him. The Pharisees were not pleased. The police
had been sent to do a job and had failed. The police were thinking
for themselves, not following instructions. They heard the way that
Jesus was speaking and saw in him something different, something
they had never seen before, something they thought was special.

The Pharisees, having already made up their mind that Jesus was not
something good, put the crowds and police’s reactions down to
their lack of knowledge of the scripture. When Nicodemus speaks
up, urging them to follow the law and hear for themselves before
they judge, he is put down. Are you from Galilee too? Prophets
don’t come from Galilee. The Pharisees display their prejudice and
also their lack of real knowledge of history as two notable prophets,
Jonah and Hosea, were from Galilee. They reacted to the threat that
they thought Jesus posed and their arguments showed their lack of
thought.

It can be all too easy to fall into a similar trap. To react to people and
situations from the starting point of our own prejudice, and then,
whatever other evidence is shown we only see what we expect to
and not what is really there. Jesus demonstrates who he is in his ac-
tions. Due to the Pharisees seeing him first and foremost as a threat
they did not see him for what he truly was, except Nicodemus who
eventually is counted a disciple.

For us the challenge is in being open to possibility in unexpected
people, perhaps even within ourselves.

Janet Green
East Didsbury Methodist
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Sunday 21 March Passiontide begins John 12.1–8

Judas was Treasurer for the disciples and in this passage we hear
him berating Mary for using the valuable pure nard to wash Jesus’
feet. He claims that the money would be better spent on the poor.
At first glance we might all be tempted to agree with him. However,
Jesus makes it clear that he approves of what Mary did and so we
are left to further consider how we should, as Christians, make best
use of our money.

Christians are challenged to use their money in the service of Christ,
but sometimes the priorities are not as simple and obvious as Judas
would have us believe!

We have all been deeply shocked by the terrible events in Haiti this
year. One of the most shocking things reported was that cruise
liners continued to berth near a luxury private beach at the height of
the disaster. These liners allowed passengers to enjoy relaxing on a
secluded beach, only a few miles away from the devastation in the
villages and cities. Deeply shocking – and yet the Haitian
government went to some lengths to encourage these visits to
continue, because without them the already shattered economy
would have been further damaged.

Our responsibility to the poor is obvious and vital but our response
also needs to be more sophisticated than simply to make charitable
donations (although these are important.)  We need to understand
how our wise use of money can help to create the wealth needed to
end the causes of poverty in our world and we need to be prepared
to use our money to achieve these ends and in so doing to seek
justice for all.  In a very real sense we will be developing the
Kingdom of God, here on earth.

Phil Davis
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Monday 22 MarchJohn 8.1–11

The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been
caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they
said to him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of
committing adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone
such women. Now what do you say?" … When they kept on
questioning him, he … said to them, "Let anyone among you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her." … When they heard
it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus
was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus … said to
her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" She
said, "No one, sir." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you. Go
your way, and from now on do not sin again.” (NRSV, Abridged)

The incident took place as Jesus was teaching all the people in the
Temple. The lawyers were trying to trap Jesus. They intended to
push him publicly, either into contradicting the Mosaic Law
(Leviticus 20.10), or into falling foul of the Roman authorities, who
did not allow Jews to carry out a death sentence. Jesus did neither;
he refused to pass judgement but turned the challenge to his
accusers. Nor did Jesus condemn or condone the woman’s conduct.
He gave her a second chance.

Here is compassion linked with strong exhortation – Jesus came not
to condemn but to save. Yet, his very presence had the effect of
judging the self-righteous accusers.

May our response to sin be likewise: wise, shrewd and
compassionate.

Peter Laws
Didsbury Methodist Church
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Tuesday 23 March John 8.21–30

My mum often gave me the same line when I did something that I
was not supposed to do.  ‘Trevor, just do as you please.’  The fact
that I remember this so many years on means it has somehow made
an impression on me. Maybe it helped me reform and learn or may-
be it just led to more rebellion! ‘Just do as you please.’ At the heart
of this criticism I think there was an essential call for me to ‘not do
as I please!’ In other words it was an ironic way of saying something
like, ‘are you always going to be so selfish?’

In this passage Jesus has a discussion with religious leaders about his
unique relationship with Father God.  He was from ‘above’ and they
were ‘from below’. Jesus was different from them because the ori-
entation of his heart was always to please God. They were disbeliev-
ing and scornful. Yet, everything Jesus said and did was for the
purpose of pleasing His Father.  He did not come to please himself
but follow the will of God. In a world where we are bombarded by
messages to ‘please ourselves with instant gratification’ Jesus re-
minds us that there is a less ‘worldly’ way to live. We can learn to
live like Jesus and ‘do what pleases him’.

O for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free,
A heart that always feels Thy blood
So freely shed for me.

A heart in every thought renewed
And full of love divine,
Perfect and right and pure and good,
A copy, Lord, of Thine.
(Charles Wesley)

Trevor Hutton
Didsbury Community Church of the Nazarene
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Oscar Romero, Wednesday 24 MarchJohn 8 .31–42

What does being ‘free’ mean?

Free to express our opinion? Free to express our desires? Free to do
whatever we want to do? Free to corrupt? Free to abuse? Free to
Love . . .

Freedom comes at a price. We just need to look around our world to
see many situations where freedom has paid a price. The war in Af-
ghanistan, the increase in crime and violence, the abuse of power
over others, the desire for wealth.

What has happened for the desire for peace? What has happened
for the compassion for humanity? What has happened to the pas-
sion for justice?

Jesus illustrates what we should do; we should live in ‘Spirit’ which is
being aware of the guiding presence of God nudging us and encour-
aging us, and in ‘Truth’ which gives us a voice to speak on behalf of
others to speak the truth as we believe it. For ‘The truth sets us
free’, therefore we must be true to ourselves and, more importantly
. . . we must be true to God. Maybe then, we can see the glimpse
the ‘Kingdom of God’.

Spirit of God,
who breathes through all creation,
blow the cobwebs of selfishness away
and instil in us
the desire for justice, love and truth
so your Kingdom may break through
the limitations of our humanity; Amen.

Ruth Dillon
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Thursday 25 March, Annunciation Luke 1.26–38

We all like to hear good news.  We all like a bit of excitement in our
lives.

Today we recall the story of the angel Gabriel bringing important
news to Mary – an unknown teenager from Galilee.  It may seem like
good news and very exciting to us, over 2,000 years later, and for
Mary there may well have been some of that.  But there were also
feelings of confusion - we hear the angel telling her ‘Do not be
afraid’.  And then, of course, there were also questions - ‘How can
this be?’ we hear Mary saying.  But in all of that there is reassurance
in the promise of companionship.  For Mary will not make this, the
most important of journeys, alone.  Her relative Elizabeth is also
pregnant and the two women will be able to share their joys and the
fears as they ponder the prospect of new life within them.  And later
on they will share their grief as their two sons, John the Baptist and
Jesus are both killed by those who feel threatened by them.

But for now all is well with Mary ‘Here I am,’ she says ‘the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’

A prayer by Jim Cotter
Loving God, calling your friends in new and unexpected ways,
choosing Mary from the powerless and unnoticed in the world,
yet greatly loved and cherished in your sight,
that she should be the mother of our Saviour.
So fill us with your grace that we too may accept the promptings of
your Spirit, and welcome your angel with glad and open arms,
ready to be pierced with pain and filled with joy,
rejoicing in the cost of your salvation in and through Jesus our Messi-
ah.  Amen.

Anne Pilkington
Christ Church and St. Christopher
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Friday 26 MarchJohn 10:31-42

At the heart of Christianity is a relationship and that relationship is
explicitly describe in John 10.38 where we read that Jesus said: ‘The
Father is in me  and  I am in the Father’. It is that relationship which
empowers and enables Jesus to fulfil his calling; to teach with wis-
dom and clarity; to open up the way to God.

This is more than a relationship; it is a secure relationship and Jesus
is happy for the Father who is in him to work through him. Even
more than that, this close family resemblance is visible. In Jesus,
God can be seen.

In Romans 8.15–16 we read that those who call upon God as Father
are the children of God. Day by day, week by week we call upon God
as Father-whenever we use the prayer that Jesus taught us. Day by
day, week by week we are therefore claiming the privilege of being
children of God. That means we are claiming the relationship de-
scribed by Jesus-the Father is in us and we are in the Father.

That is an amazing, challenging, comforting, scary thought. That is
something we ought to reflect upon.

In you, may I find strength;
In you may I find courage,
In you, may I find wisdom
To walk the Jesus Way.

In me, may you find welcome
In me, may you find faithfulness
In me, may you find love
That unites my will to yours. Amen.

Stuart Wild
Manchester Methodist Circuit
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Saturday 27 March John 11.45–57

The raising of Lazarus, that precedes this passage, is probably the
greatest miracle of Jesus, and, yet, we see two clear reactions to the
event. The first is that a number of Jews that witnessed the miracle
believed in Jesus. The second reaction comes from those who told
the chief priests and Pharisees what Jesus had done. It is interesting
how this second reaction stems from fear. The Jewish leaders real-
ised if Jesus carried on, everyone would follow Him, and they would
lose their power. The Romans, even though they were in power,
were happy to let the Jews exercise some control over Jerusalem. If
Jesus causes unrest, the Romans will take away our nation.
Caiaphas, the high priest goes even further and suggests Jesus
should die to maintain the peace and equilibrium.

It would seem to me that we get similar reactions from people to-
day, when we talk about what Jesus has done. Some are amazed
and believe in Him, and yet, today, the vast majority, reject the Sav-
iour, from a fear of what will happen if they say they believe. “I’ll
have to go to church,” “I’ll lose all my friends,” or, “I can’t have fun
anymore.”

Lord, help those with unbelief, and take away the fears and doubts,
Open their eyes to the miracles that are going on around us.
May we help them experience the joy of knowing Jesus,
And the love He brings into our lives each and every day. Amen.

Dennis Braham
Didsbury Community Church of the Nazarene
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Palm Sunday, Sunday 28 MarchLuke 19.28–10

At last the journey has come to Jerusalem. This has been Jesus’
destination for some time and now he arrives. It seems he makes
quite an entrance!

The story of Palm Sunday is heavy with symbolism (read Psalm 118
and Zechariah 9 to fill out the picture). It reads as if there has been
some preparation, as Jesus’ action is deliberate. The colt, was “the
Lord needs it” a prearranged password? Jesus is acclaimed by the
crowd of followers as the Messiah of David’s line, the King who
comes in the name of the Lord. The colt, the clothes on the road, the
shouts of acclamation, all these are appropriate greetings for such a
special figure. It is a very public challenge. Will they receive their
king?

But what kind of a king is Jesus? From following his story we know
he does not pull rank, neither does he expect personal service and
honour, No more does this monarch seek only the self-interest of his
nation and people. If Jesus is a King then he does not fit the usual
assumed royal patterns. This royalty shows itself in service, on its
knees with a towel and basin, for the sake of the subjects. This king
comes on a colt, not a charger, with humility and lowly pomp. He
has taught that these attitudes and ways are the marks of sharing
God’s Kingdom. In this great week we shall see Jesus live out his
teaching. There is majesty here but not in any form history has
recognized before. This is what the rule of God looks like and
immediately at the start of the week we sense how vulnerable this
king is. Will this way of God prevail?

Great God, we sing your praise. Blessed is the One who comes in the
name of the Lord.

Brian Haymes
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Monday 29 March John 12.1–11

Jesus defends Mary’s act of costly devotion. It is not the first time in
the Bible that an act of devotion is offered, criticised and defended.
King David, for example, had danced before the Lord at the return of
the ark to Jerusalem and Michal had despised him for it. David
defended his own actions as those that were offered ‘to the LORD’ (2
Sam 6.14–21). David’s devotion was directed to Yahweh but Mary
anointed the feet of the man, Jesus. In telling the story, John reveals
something about the person and work of Jesus and presents Mary as
an exemplary disciple.

Like David before her, Mary offers an act of devotion, perhaps even
an act of worship, with a sense of abandon. She breaks an alabaster
box of pure nard, a costly perfume indeed and pours it on the feet of
Jesus. Her lavish act reflects perhaps her gratitude at the miraculous
restoration to life of her brother Lazarus. It suggests too that she
recognizes Jesus as a prophet and king of sorts, one worthy of such
anointing. Jesus further adds a kind of prophetic significance to her
act by indicating that Mary was anointing him in advance of his
burial.

Mary saw what others didn’t. She recognised Jesus for who he was
and she anticipated his death. She responded in generous devotion.
Such recognition and response lies at the heart of all Christian being
and doing. Those who have no time for it have hardly begun on the
path of discipleship. Mary’s act calls all would-be-disciples to a
grateful acknowledgement of Jesus and a devotion out of which the
rest of life might flow.

Dear Jesus
Help always to be thankful for your overwhelming generosity and to
offer my heart, my life, my all in your service; Amen.

anon.
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Tuesday 30 MarchJohn 12.20–36

Imagine you have been following Jesus for quite a while. You have
seen miracles happen, you have listened to Jesus’ teaching, and you
have had your entire life changed since you started journeying with
him. The last few days seem to have been more hectic than usual.
There are people everywhere, and since Jesus had entered
Jerusalem there has been a large crowd of people around Jesus, the
other disciples, and you. Everyone is excited about the festival, but
the people around you want to know all about Jesus. They have
heard about the miracles and wonderful healings he had done.  But
Jesus has started talking about death. You don’t quite understand
why Jesus is teaching you all about grains that die in order to bear
fruit and about hating life in this world in order to gain eternal life. It
all sounds very philosophical to you! Jesus says the purpose of his
life was to glorify God’s name. Suddenly you hear a loud noise from
the sky and people start talking and asking Jesus strange questions
about why and how he was going to be lifted up. What was the
meaning of all that? You are confused and don’t know what to say
or do. What you do know is that Jesus has divine powers and that
you trust him, even if you don’t understand what is going on!

The death and resurrection of Jesus must have been as confusing for
the people around Jesus 2000 years ago, as it is for us today. In a
time of confusion and doubt, Jesus tells his followers to believe, and
to carry the light (the memory of Jesus) into the world.

Jesus Christ, Eternal God and Light of the World, shine in our lives!
Lighten up our hearts and give us faith, even if our mind cannot
comprehend what is happening. Be with us and guide us, just like
you guided your friends 2000 years ago. Give us strength through
your Holy Spirit! Amen.

Dorothee Büürma
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Wednesday 31 March John 13: 21-32

I closed the door behind me,
I could still hear the quiet mutter-
ings of conversations;
His eyes followed me to the door
and as I turned to look at Jesus.
His eyes revealed multitudes of un-
spoken words
that tumbled out,
and I saw and felt the deep friend-
ship
we had and still treasured.

No, it was more than friendship,
it was closer than blood ties,
I was connected to him and he was
connected to me.
We were one.

I had tried to protect him for
months,
to make him aware what the people
meant by the ‘Messiah’,
And as his friend and confidante,
I was the only one brave enough to
talk to him about it.
and this is where it has brought me.

What was planned?
Well we knew he just had to be
safe,
and the safest place was jail,
where no one could get him.
But my uneasy liaison with the au-
thorities
has meant that money has changed
hands.
I feel tainted, dirty, and betrayed by
them,
and now, I sense Jesus knows
I must betray him to keep him safe.

Jesus, I have always loved you and
always will
I never doubted you when I wit-
nessed the many healings
of mind, body and soul.
Jesus … heal me now,
and I will go wherever you go,
even to the deepest darkest pits
that Satan can muster,
I will journey with you into death
itself.
This is my pledge to you.

Loving God,
Turn or betrayal into blessedness
Turn our fear into friendship
Turn our hate into healing; Amen.

Ruth Dillon
Didsbury United Reformed Church
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Maundy Thursday, Thursday 1 AprilJohn 13.1–17, 31–35

‘So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another's feet.’

I have not noticed an outbreak of footwashing in the Christian
community. In fact, I have never seen anyone wash the feet of
another except in a Maundy Thursday footwashing ceremony. As
much as I appreciate such occasions, I do not think they are quite
what Jesus had in mind when he said we should wash one another’s
feet. In Jesus’ day footwashing was an important act of hospitality. It
also emphasized inequalities in status because it was performed by
the socially inferior toward their superiors. It was the act of a menial
servant or slave. When Jesus washed his disciples’ feet he
performed a servile task that foreshadowed the giving of his life on
the cross and demonstrated that he was among them ‘as one who
serves’ (Luke 22.27).

As an act of hospitality, footwashing belongs to another time and
place. There are thousands of other ways, however, in which we
might fulfill the injunction to do as Jesus did. We can indeed serve
each other in ways that reverse expected social conventions. We
can care enough to take the humble way of costly service in relation
to others. Those who do this are truly the followers of Jesus.

Great God, in Christ you set us free
your life to live, your joy to share.
Give us your Spirit’s liberty
to turn from guilt and dull despair
and offer all that faith can do
while love is making all things new.
Brian Wren.

Robert Parkinson
Didsbury Baptist Church
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Friday 2 April, Good Friday John 18

The death of Jesus was totally different from others who have been
crucified along with him. In this reading, the soldiers, officials, high
priests and everyone thinks that they are in control of the event. But
it is clear that Jesus is in control of everything that is happening
around him.  He could have avoided going to Jerusalem at that
particular journey.   But he “set his face towards Jerusalem”. He
need not to have gone to the garden of Gethsemane on that
evening. He could have stayed and prayed in the upper room. But he
did go there with his disciples knowing that Judas would be there
waiting for him. He went ahead purposefully before them. He clearly
recognised that ‘the son of man must suffer many things and die’
(Mk. 8:31). Thus he chose the way of cross deliberately, consciously,
voluntarily.

Yes, it was a voluntary death. Doing so he exposed the seriousness
of human sin. The death of Christ was a painful death, physical
death, and a voluntary death on the way of obedience to the will of
God. This experience of Jesus’ death on the cross gives us hope in
the midst of suffering. The faith which is rooted on the cross is a
faith which enables us to follow the crucified Christ into the heart of
the world’s darkness, into the kingdom of death, and to look for the
light which shines in the darkness,

The death of Christ was the ‘successful failure’. The cross points out
that we should not be afraid of failures. Sometimes a failure is
transformed into success. But even if that does not happen we need
not to be ashamed of our failures. Every resurrection has a cross
behind it but not every cross has a resurrection ahead of it. But only
in the death of Christ on the cross, God transformed death into a
source of life itself.

Jasmine Daviddson
Christ Church and Saint Christopher
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Holy Saturday, Saturday 3 AprilJohn 19.38–42

Joseph is a secret disciple. Nicodemus came to Jesus by night. The
burial of Jesus must be accomplished before it gets dark. There is an
air of speed and secrecy here. It is almost as if there is no real time
for grieving because there are things to be done. Yet it is these cov-
ert disciples who do what is necessary for Jesus.

This weekend as we grieve over the sin of the world which sent Je-
sus to the Cross and look forward to the celebration of his resurrec-
tion, let us remember the many Christians living in situations of
discrimination and persecution who are weary and faint, worn down
by the year-in, year-out struggle to survive and the frustration of the
injustices they suffer.

Let us also remember all those who are on the point of making a
commitment to Christ but who for some reason are holding back.
May their reflection on the love of Easter enable them to take the
final step.

In secret or in public; through influence or through action; may we
know the urgency of serving you. Amen

Stuart Wild
Manchester Methodist Circuit
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Sunday 4 April, Easter Sunday John 20.1–18

Most of us arrive at Easter Day fairly exhausted because of all the
drama and extra services of Holy Week. Personally I think it’s
absolutely right to be exhausted because I’m sure that’s how the
first followers of Jesus felt. So today if you feel exhausted – thank
God that you do and pray that he will refresh you!

In our reading today we think about Mary Magdalene and her
despair and joy on that first Easter Morning when she found the
empty tomb. It’s so easy to see ‘emptiness’ as a negative thing. We
talk about ‘empty lives’, about ‘empty promises’ and yet the
emptiness Mary Magdalene found was a wonderful thing and
something that transformed her life, and something that can
transform our lives too.

Someone once described that emptiness as ‘a gift of pure love for
our highest good.’ For Mary Magdalene, her God was changed that
day, and would never be the same again. God comes to us in our
darkness and emptiness and longs to reveal more of himself to us.
We can fear the darkness, we can dread the emptiness, but we have
a God who calls us by name ‘Mary’ – ‘Rabbouni!’

May the love of God transform us today and every day.

Anne Pilkington
Christ Church and St. Christopher



49



50

Christ Church
Darley Avenue
West Didsbury
M20 22D

Didsbury Baptist Church
School Lane and Beaver Road
Didsbury
M20 6SX

Didsbury Community Church
Nazarene Theological College
Dene Road
Didsbury
M20 2GU

Didsbury Methodist Church
Sandhurst Road
Didsbury
M20 5LR

East Didsbury Methodist Church
Parrs Wood Road
East Didsbury
M20 5QQ

Didsbury United Reformed
Church
Palatine Road
Didsbury
M20 6DA

St. Christopher’s Church
Moorgate Avenue
Withington
M20 1HE

Welsh Presbyterian Church
Noddfa Oaker Avenue
West Didsbury
M20 2XH

Lenten Reflections
from

churches working together in Didsbury

Editor: Ruth Dillon
Production Editor: Robert Parkinson


